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In Committee, etc.

Bill passed through Commitiee without
debate, reported without amendment and the
report adopted.

BILL—PERMANENT RESERVE A4566.

Received from the Assembly and read a
first time.

House adjourned at 9.17 p.m,
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers.

QUESTION—TIMBER LOADING
DISPUTE.

Mr, WITHERS asked the Minister for
Works: 1, Is he aware that a dispuie oe-
zurred in Bunbury over the rate to be paid
for the handling of powellised timber to be
shipped by the s.s. “Kolonga” on 2nd Sep-
tember, 109237 2, Is it a fact ibat this
simber was re-railed to Manjimup on the
loth September, 19232 3, If so, what was
‘he cost of rerailing? +. What wss the
otal amount of the increase asked for? 5,
s it a fact that 10 trucks of this timber
vere then sent fo Fremantle on the 9th
Jetober, 1025, to be loaded into the s.s.
‘Lowana,” which is proceeding to Bunbury
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for a full load of timber? 6, If so, what
was the reason for sending the 10 trucks of
timber to Fremantle? 7, Is he aware that
100 loads were seni to Busselton? 8, Why
was this sent {o Busselton, seeing that it
was the last timber pul into the bold, and
the ship was going to Buabury to complete
loading? 9, Wil he give this matter full
consideration with a view (o saving a repeti-
tion of what occurred?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS replied:
1, Yes. 2, Yes. 3, £250. 4, A board of
reference, as provided under the award of
the Federal Court, was called and awarded
714d. per bour extra over the ordinary rate,
but the Bunbury lumpers demanded 1s. per
hour extra, and refused to abide by the
board of reference decision or the instrue-
tions, telegraphed from Melbourne by their
own union exeecutive, to work the timber.
5 and 6, No. The 10 trucks of powellised
timber sent to Fremantle came from Pem-
berton, and was nut the same timber, 7,
Some powellised timber bas been loaded at
Busselton. 8, To suif the convenience of the
State Saw Mills Department. 9, The Min-
ister has no comtrol over the shipmeat of
this timber, as the steamship companies are
responsible for its loading. I invited the
cepresenfatives of the Bunbury union to
meet me and discuss the matter, but they did
not accept the invitation.

QUESTION—RAILWAYS, CEMENT
TESTS.

Mr. MANN asked the Minister for Rail-
ways: 1, Is it a fact that the Railway De-
partment have made a series of practical
tests with local cement and with several im-
ported cements? 2, If so, what was the
result of (hose tests?

The PREMIER (for the Minister for Rail-
ways) replied: 1, Yes. 2, Although some of
the local cement previously manufactured
varied somewhat in quality, that now being
produced is satisfactory, and recent tests
campare favaurably with those of imported
cement.

MINISTERIAL STATEMENT.
Mining—Comet Vale.

THE MINISTER FOR MINES (Hou.
M. F. Troy—>Mt. Magnet) [4.34]: I prom-
ised to make a statement regarding the Sand
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{ueen mine in reply to a guestion asked,
without notice, yesterday by the member for
Menzies (Mr. Panton). I understand from
the report in the Press that a meeting was
held at Comet Vale at which some indiguna-
tion was expressed at the action of the Mines
Department in allowing the Gladsome and
sand Queen mines to cease operations, 1 pro-
pose to give a brief review of the circum-
stances, as they were not apparently under-
stood at the meeting. In April of last year,
Mr. B. J. Wellsted, on behalf of the Bull-
fineh Proprietary, secured an option over
the Sand Queen and Gladsome mines from
the leaseholders, Messrs. Wright and Maher.
Later the Mines Depariment was approached
lor assistance in the hope of reopening the
mines which had produced a consider-
able quantity of gold and were understood
to have great possibilities. The Gladsome
mine produced 74,000 tons for 69,000 ozs. of
gold and the Sand Queen had pro-
duced 116,000 tons for 101,000 o.3. In
the hope of re-opening the mines, DMr.
Wellsied approached the Mines Department
on behalf of the company and asked for a
subsidy of £4,000 on a pound for pound
basis. The object of the assistance was
Tor unwafering the mines and removing
ohstacles in the shaft, as well as to find
vut the values of the reefs. I was assured
by Mr. Wellsted that if the mines could
be unwatered and the values proved right,
there would be ne ditheulty in securing cap-
ital in London for the development of the
mines. 1 agreed to the sobsidy of £4,000
on a pound for pound basis, the security
being the plant and machinery on the Glad-
some and Sand Queen mines, Operations
began immediately and after spending £8,000
the company bad exhausted its funds, and
again came to the department for a further
loan of £3,000. I was very loth to agree to
the application. The proposition was that
£3,000 should be advanced, the security being
a mortgage over the Bullfineh Co’s. plant at
Bulifinch, near Southern Cross. Had I
turned down the proposal then, the result
would have been inconclusive, heczuse the
mines had not been unwatered and the ex-
penditure for which the original loan had
Ueen approved had not been earried oaf.
The obstacles in one of the sihwfts, had
been removed and T did wnot want to
have an inconclusive result. I therefore
agreed to the further advance of £3,000, the
security being the Bullfinch Company's plani
at Bullfinch. In the course of time the
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Gladsome mine was unwatered and sampled
showing a shoot of ore under foot below th
No. 4 level 360 feet in length and 51 inche
in width, averaging 52s. 4d. per ton in value
These values were what might be regarde
as fairly good. 1 do not know what value
were expected by the board of directors, bu
apparently they desired something better
hecanse the department was informed tha
the prospective underwriters, after full con
sideration and in view of the sampling re
sults and the shorter lengths of shoots an
lower values than were expected, did no
intend to go on with the proposition becaus
they found it unaftractive. They wens
therefore, reluctantly compelled to abando
the option. The speakers at the in
dignation meeting at Comet Vale seer
to have been under the impression tha
the department could have prevented th
Bullfinch Company from ceasing operations
1t 15 a matter of regret that the Bullfinel
Cuompany did not eontinue the operations
to the bottom of the Sand (fueen shafi
Ilaving exhausted their funds and being dis
inelined to exercise the option, however, th
company did not go on with if. The depart
ment had no power over the company to pre
vent them from adopting thalt eourse. Tha
is all there is to he said about it. Those a
the meeting were apparenfly digappointe
with the results and the department i
equally disappointed. The help of the de
partment was given for the purpose o
reopening the mines. I was led to be
lieve that if the mines were reopene
and the values of the reefs established
there would be no difficulty in getting th
necessary capital for development. Th
company now state that the values are suel
that they were noi warranted in going fur
ther with the work. Having ne more funds
the company abandoned the option an
that was the end of it so far as they wer
concerned. The position regarding the leas
is that it reverts to the holders, Messrs
Wright and Maher, and it will be for then
to fulfil the conditions of the lease.  Ther
is no justification for indignation regardin
the action of the department, which acte
mosi generously.

Hon. G. Taylor: How much did the com
pany get altogether?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: The
received £7,000, £4,000 on a pound fo
pound basis, the security for which was th
plant and machinery on the mines referre
to, and £3,000 the security for which wa
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the Bullfinch Company's plant at Bullfineh.
The department dealt generously with the
district and set out to give the company
an opportunity to develop the mines.
The fact that the company did not proceed
with the option is no fault of the depart-
ment. I am sorry that the people at Comet
Vale have seen lit to raise objections to the
attitude of the department. They are
hurt, T suppose, because the mines have
closed down, but their condemnation in faee
of the facis is ufterly unjustified.

SELECT COMMITTEE, BILLS OF SALE
ACT AMENDMENT BILL.

BExtension of Time.

On motion by My, Stubbs, the time for
bringing up the select committee’s repori
was extended for a fortnight.

MOTION—ABATTOIRS ACT.
To disallow Regulations.

MR. MANN (Perth) [4.42]: I move—

That the regulations of the State abatioirs
and saleyards (Metropolitan distriet), pub-
lished in the ‘‘Government Gazette'® of the
7th Angust, 1925, and laid on the Table of the
House on Tuesday, the 8th September, 1925,
be disallowed.
The motion is not & hostile one and is moved
with a sincere desire to have the regulations
reviewed and brought within reason. In
order to make the position clear it will be
necessary for me to trace the history of the
abattoirs and the charges from time to time.
Prior to 1915 butchers were permitied to
kill at private abaitoirs at their own places
of business, or at convenient sites. Tn 1915
the Abattoirs Aet was brought into opera-
tion with the opening of the Midland June-
tion abattoirs. All private abatfoirs were
closed. Butchers killing in the ¥remantle
district were instructed to kill at North Fre-
mantle or Sonth Fremantle, and those killing
in the Perth district were instructed to kill
at Midland Junction. In 1916 the hutchers
in the Fremantle district were instrueted to
kill at what was called the Union Abatioirs
or Copley and Patterson’s abattoirs, which
were leased from that company. A seale of
charges was then operating at Midland
Junction and that scale was also brought
into operation at Fremantle. Regulations
were also framed governing the work of
killing. The butchers banded over their
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stock to the Government and received back
the carcases and by-products. The charge
for slaughtering and cleaning the bullock
wus 8s. Those charges and conditions con-
tinued for some time until the department
decided to change its policy. They then
ceased doing the killing, but provided Aoor
space for the butchers to do their own
killing. The charges then made were 3s. Gd.
per buliock and 6d. per sheep, It was
then found there was not sufficient space at
the Union Abattoirs for all the butchers
killing at Fremantle, and the Govermment
rente¢ from the Anchorage Meat Company
their killing space for £300 a year. They
instructed the Anchorage Meat Company
that, if they so desired, they.could then kill
at their own slaughter vards, but would be
charged the same rate as they would have
to pay if they killed at the Government ab-
attoirs—the Union Abattoirs—plus 6d. per
body for the blood which the Anchorage
Meat Company were allowed to retain. Thus
they were paying ds. per bullock and 6d. per
sheep.  Although the Anchorage Meat Lomn-
pany were receiving only £6 per week rent
for the floor space, the Government were re-
ceiving from them an average of £32 a week
in killing fees, 30 the Government did very
well on that deal. Those conditions continued
at both Fremantle and Alidland Junection
unti]l some time last year when the Govern-
ment, on account of imprevements being
made at Midland Junetion, instrueted the
butehers killing there to transter their opera-
tions to Fremantle, and provision was made
for them to kill at the Fremantle freezing
works.

The Minister for Lands: The freezing
works were leased before last year.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: He said the
Midland killing was done there.

The Minister for Works: Your Govern-
ment made arrangements for the killing at
Fremantle. You leased the works.

The Minister for Lands: He said provision
was made last year. It was made previously.

Mr. MANN: That is so. Although the
CGovernment had leased the works, the Mid-
land butchers were not instructed to do their
Killing at Fremantle until about a year ago,
T am not complaining of that: T am merely
tracing the history. The Govermmnent made
provizion for the butchers of Midland and
Perth to kil at the Fremantle freezing works
and provided chilling accommodation without
charge. I think it was costing the Govern-
ment something like £100 a week, but no
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cherge was made to ihe butchers who were
nstructed to do their killing at Fremantle.

The Minister for Agriculture: And the
butchers are now showing their gratitude.

Mr. MANN: 1 am merely presenting the
case for the butchers; the Minister should
not be hostile to them, All the killing was
then done at Fremantle until the additions
st Midland Junction were completed, and
then the butehers whose business compelled
them te kill at Midland Junetion transferred
their operations from the Fremantle freez-
ing works to Midland Junection, When they
returned to Midland Junction they found
that the Government had provided additional
facilities. Apart from the ordinary killing
Tacilitics hitherto provided, the Governmeni
Lad installed ehilling ehambers in order that
the meat might be properly kept after the
animals were slanghtered. Then the Gov-
ernment issued a new seale of charges, and it
is on this score that the butchers have reason
to complain., They consider that the charges
imposed to cover the cost of the increased
facilities are more than they ean pay, and
tunless the charges are reduced the butchers
will be compelled to pass the exira cost on
40 the publie. In the fizures 1 shail submit,
I think it will be concluded that the costs are
excessive. The charges under the new scale
were increased from 3s. 6d. to 12s. per bul-
lock, from 6d. to 2s. per sheep, and from is.
to 3s. per pig. During the week from the
14th to the 19th September the charges
imposed amounted to £971 14s., whereas un-
der the old scale they would have becn only
£2538 5s. 6d. The increase was £716 8s. 6d.

The Minister for Agrieulture; Where did
you get those fignres?

Mr. MANN: They are taken from the in-
1oices submitted by the department to the
butehers who operated during that week.

The Minister for Agrienlture: We have
not yet been paid for much of that work.

Mr. MANXN: Perhaps not, but those are
the charges that were made.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell:
charged for a bulloek?

The Minister for Agriculture: Yes.

Myr. MANN: The butchers realise that
they must pay an inereased charge. They
tave considered the additional facilities pro-
vided and the inereased cost of administra-
tran, and they are of opinion that an increase
of 100 per cent. on the old scale would he
sufficient to eover all the extra cost and leave
the Government a reasonable margin of pro-
fit. The fizures that T shall now quote have

Is 12s. beinz
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been submitted to me by the butckers as the
extra cost incurred by the department, It Is
said that the Government expended on in-
creased facilities at Midland Junction £42,-
000, and the butchers suggest 12 per cent. to
inclaude interest and depreciation, which
wouid return the Government £3,040 a year,
Men who have run similar plants consider
that £5,000 shounld cover interest and depre-
ciation on the additional faeilities at Mid-
land Junction.

The Minister for Agriculture: That is only
inierest on the improvements. \Vhat about
interest on the whole of the ecapital cost of
the abattoirs?

AMr. MANN: That was covered by the pre-
vious charges. With the exception of last
year when the Government incurred a loss of
£3,000 through providing chilling accommo-
dution at Fremantle free of charge, the ab-
attoirs have always paid their way. So the
butchers contend that the charges previously
imposed eovered the capital cost of the ab-
attoirs prior te last year. We suggest that
£3,000 will cover the increased cost of the
additions at Midland Junction, making
£10,040. The Government have leased the
Fremantle freezing works for £7,000 a year.
Those who have investigafed the matter con-
sider that the extra cost there would be cov-
ered by an amount of £24500 a yenr. The
company are providing the power and all the
heavy ecosts, and the £2,500 would cover
small incidental costs of operation and keep-
ing the works clean, making a total of £19,-
5106, On the charges that the Government are
iiposing under the new secale, their earnings
will be £41,010 14s., showing a profit of £20,-
a70 14s.

The Premier:
ury.
Me. MANN: It might be good from the
Treasurer’s veiwpoint, but it is not good
from the viewpoint of the buichers and the
publie. I am sure the Treasurer will agree
that it the figures I have quoted are correct,
the ¢harges heing imposed are too high.

The Prewmier: Yes, I will agree to that.

Hon. . Taylor: Then the Premier mnst
he depending upon the fizures being in-
correct, .

Mr. MANXN: We have investigated the
costs and have endeavoured to allow for
every item of inereased expenditure. The
butchers suggest what they consider
would be a reasonable scale. The approxi-
mate killing for a rear at Midland June-
tion would bhe 12,811 hullecks, 169,000

That is good for the Treas-
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sheep, and 4,524 pigs, We suggest that
12,544 bulloeks at 8s., representing an in-
crease of 4s. 6d. per bulloek, would return
an increased revenue of £2,5889: 169,000
sheep at 1s. 1d., rvepresenling an increase
of 7d. per sheep would reiurn an addi-
tional revenue of £4,829; and 4,524 pigs
at 1s. 7d., an inerease of 7d. per pig, would
give an extra £131. 1t will be seen that
in those figures I have allowed for an in-
crease of 4s. 6d. per bullock and 7d. per
sheep and pig because the previous eharges
were absorbed in the cost of operating
prinr to the improvements 1 eing made. At
Fremantie 1 have taken the same Hygures,
12844 bullocks al 8s., a return of £5,137:
169,000 sheep at 1s. 1d., a return of £9,000;
and 1,524 pigs at ¥s. 7d., a return of £338,
or a fotal return of £22,500 18s, 4d. Those
figures are corvect, and they shaw the Gov-
ernment a profit of £3,000 on theiv sutiay
and operalions. Where the Government
have a monopoly it is understood that they
should impose charges only sutficient to
cover working costs. It is not intended
that the abattoirs should show a profit
over and above reasonable working ex-
penses, interest and sinking fund. Tt is
not fair that the butchers shonld be penal-
ised by being made to contribute a proit
to general revenune for the benefit of the
community at large.

The Minister for Agriculture: Do tlie
butchers show a profit at all?

Ilon. Sir James Mitchell: That is besid:
the question.

Mr. MANN: Of course the interjection
i wide of the question; the butelers make
a profit in their business or they wounld
not be able to carry on. The butchers arz
risking their money for their own benefit.
It is intended that they should show =
profit. In conversations I have had with
the Minister he has told me it was his in-
tention to review these charges, but the
butehers feel that they are in such a posi-
tion ihal they must take advantage of
having a motion of this nature moved, be-
canse they eannot possibly pay the charges
laid down at present.

Hon. W. D. Johnson: Are they not pre-
pared to take the word of the Minister
that be will review them?

Mr. MANN: T do not know.

Hon. W. D. Johnson: They have already
conveved to me the information that they
were prepared to take his word. Why do
they now go to you?

7

Mr. MANN: I do not know. I am sure
they would be able to answer the hon.
member themselves. I did not seek this
position.

Hon. W. D, Johnson : You have been
hurled into an ugly position.

The Minister for Agrieulture :
been thrust upon you,

Mr. MANN: As the representative of
the City of Perth I felt it my duty to move
in the matter when I was asked to do so.
The Minister might consider the sugges-
tion of a fat charge on pound weight
acecording to the size of the beast that is
killed, rather than a flat rate per head. A
poundage rate would mean that there
would not be the same charge for a lamb
of 2Glbs, as there would be lur a sheep of
o0Ihs., or the same charge for a bullock
of 350lbs. as for a bulloek of 900lbs. This
poundage hasis would work out as foliows
if a flat rate of about Y d. per Ib. was im-
posed—a G0Olb. bullock, 12:. Gd.. a 48lb.
sheep, 1s.: a 30lb. lamb, 7¥%d.; and an
80lh. pig, 1s. 84. 'These charges would
work out more equitably than the present
basis.

Hon. Sir James Mitehell: They would
have to weigh the animals all the time.

Mr. MANN: That is so. The Minister
will be in a better position than I to say
whether or not this is practicable. I am
not moving this motion in any hostile
spirit, but merely with a desire to have
the present position remedied as speedily
as possible.

The Premier: Quite friendly! You are
as mild a man as ever cut a throat.

Mr. MANXN: I am sure the Premier will
forego these profits if the fizures I have
put forward are correct.

The Premier: In the interests of justice,
yes.

Mr. MAXNXN: T think I have pnt forward
a case that should appeal to the Minister.

The Premier: If you miss in this plaee
you have another barrel in another place.

Mr. MANX: Surely the Premier would
not take umbrage at that.

The Premier: You are evidently relying
on the second barrel in this case.

Mr. MANN: No, I am relying on the
zood judement and fair-mindedness of the
Premier, the Minister, and members of the
Honse.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: And the mem-
hers of the Prices Commission. They will
be all right.

It has
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Ion. (3. Taylor: As solid as roeks.
My, MANN: I hope the motion will be
agreed to.

HON. W. D. JOHNSON (Guildford)
[56.57: 1 regret that the member for Perth
(Mr. Mann) has moved this motion. When
the regulations were first distributed amongst
the master butchers, a number of them got
into touch with 1ne, because they were eon-
cerned about the new charges in respect to
the abattoirs at Midland Junction. 1 ad-
vizsed them to call a meeling representative
of the master butehers in the metropolitan
area, so that we eould go into the question
with a view to making proper representa-
tions {o the Minister. Acting on this advice
the master butehers from Fremantle to ' Mid-
land Junction met and considered the situa-
tion. Following upon that meeting, 1 led
a deputation to the Minister. After the first
deputation we were not satisfied with the
position thal was represented to us by hiw.
A further ¢onference of the master butehers
was held and I attended it. The case put
up by the member for Perth was the case
that was prepared at the time. The figures
he has presented this afterncon have all
been given to the Minister.

Mr. Mann: I do not think so.

Hon, W. D. JOHNSON: There may be
one or twa little variations, but the case seems
to me to be word for word with the case
I prepared and submitted to the Ministur.
I am of opinion that the kind of ease the
hon. member has made out is the kind of
ease I advised the master butchers to pre-
sent. After representations had been made
to the Minister on more than one occasion
he agreed that the eharges might be beyond
what was required to give a reasonable re-
turn for the Government, but he stated he
would have to wait for some time to ascertain
whether the returns were what he antiei-
pated, or were as great as the master butchers’
representatives claimed they would be. We
were not satisfied beeause the Minister
wanted a term of six months as a trial. After
some argument he agreed to reduee the period
for the testing of the rates to onc menth,
To make certain of the position 1 prepared a
motion word for word with that submitted
by the member for Perth. T presented it
to the Minister and said, “We must have
something definite, otherwise the regulation
will go through and possibly there will be
some misunderstanding afterwards.”  The
Minister replied, “There 1s no need for yon
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to uuticipate or expeet misunderstandings. [
have given you my word definitely, and 1 will
repeat it, that atter a month’s experience of
the new charges I will review them, and meet
you and the representatives with whom we
have been discussing the situation for the
purpose of reconsidering it.” I then tore
up the motion. I went to the representative
ot the master butehers whe came here to the
House to discuss the matter with me and
supply me with more figures. 1 told him
what the posilion was. He said, “If the
Minister has given you his word, we are
satisfied.” T said, “You are agreeable to let
the matter stand over for a month, and at
the end of the month to make representations
to the Minister and obtain from him his de-
eiston in regard to his promise of reconsid-
cration.” That was agreed upon by the
representative of the master butchers, Then
the member for Perth spoke to me and told
nie he proposed to move this. motion. [
gaid, ¥l will not move it. The Minister
has promised to reconsider the matter, and
it would he bad tactics to do this.” I then
went on to say that if he proceeded to force
the motion in this Chamber, it would be de-
feated, because no member on this side of
the House would vote with people who dis-
trusted the Minister they were supporting.
1 am prepared, and the representatives of
the master butchers said they were prepared.
tfo take the Minister’s word. 1 am prepared
to take it to the final moment. If the hon.
member does proeeed with the meotion it
will be defeated, and this House will be
forced to endorse regulations which the Min-
ister himself says he will reconsider. The
hon. member may say that if we let them
go the time will elapse during which we
can take exception to them, and they wili
automatically come into operation. The re-
culations ean be amended with great ease.
There is no difficulty about allering them, if
as a result of a month’s experience the Min-
ister feels it is necessary to do so. I have
argued the details with the Minister pri-
vately, and we have had three depulations to
him. 1T have discussed the matter with the
master butchers at public meetings of the
trade in Perth, and at private meetings
at Midland Junetion. We arrived at a de-
finite understanding and we had a de-
finite undertaking from the Minister. In
view of these things it is bad taste on the
part of the hon. member to move this mo-
tion. I do not hlame him, but I blame those
who gave their word that they would aecept
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the pesition. It is not altogether clean on
their part to take steps for this motion fo
be moved, especially in view of their having
gone to the other side of the House for the
purpose. [t is hurling business into the huriy-
burly of polities, whieh is undesirable. I
ain prepared to accept the Minister’s word
that he will do a fair thing. He is only
going to test the position for a month. In
the meantime he is not, I understand, collect-
ing the fees. If he finds they are excessive,
a5 we have represented them to be, they will
be reviewed, The Minister has had all the
ligures, and if the elarges return the large
amount that has been stated, il is obvious they
will be in exeess of what the Minister anfiei-
pated, and there is no donbt the matter will
be reconsidered. 1t is certninly bad taste
to distrust the Minister so far as to move
a dJefinite motion of this nalure.

On motion by Minister for Agrienlture,
debate adjourned.

PAPERS—FREMANTLE RAILWAY
BRIDGE.

MPE. SLEEMAN (Fremantle) [3.13}: 1
move—

That the file relaiing to the Fremantle rail-

way bridge be laid upon the Table of the
House,
I move this motion as a matter of duty to
the distriet I represent. There is a feeling
amongst people at the port that the hridge
is unsafe. We were told last vear that the
annual upkeep of lhe bridge costs between
£3,000 and £4,000. I believe the bridge is
not as safe as it should be.

The Premier: 1Yo vou mean the railway
bridge?

Mr. SLEEMAN: Yes. At present there
i searcely vroom in which to drive a new
pile, and the repair gangs have to pull out
one pile before they can pui in auother, I
think there iz reason to fear that trouble
may ocenr there. If the bridge is safe no
harm will be done by placing the file upon
the Table, and if it is not safe, something
ought to be done at once to effect the neces-
sary alterations.

Questton put and passed.
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MOTION—AVON RIVER, POLLUTION.
MR. GRIFFITHS (Avon) [3153]: I

move—

That in the opinion of this House it is ad-

visable that steps be taken to stop the pol-
luting of the Avon River by overflow from
the County Peak Lakes, and that the arrest-
ing of the contribution of alkaline matter be
taken in hand by afforestation of suitable
trees and shfubs along ecrceks running inte
the Avon River,
This is the fifth or sixth time I have moved
a motion and spoken on this matter. 1t is
generally agreed that eeriain improvements
can be brought about in the Avon River. I
lay no claim to originality in this eonnection,
as nearly 30 years ago Lord Forrest bhad
surveys and levels token of the Avon, and
cerlain examinations made, with the idea of
utilising that river for bis goldfields water
supply scheme. However, that proposal
fell through, the Helena site being adopted.
At various times the subject of the present
motion bas been broughi up, but without
enthusiasm except in one instance, when the
matier was advocated by an ex-mayor of
Northam during the time the member for
Guildford (Hon. W, D, Jobnson) was Min-
ister for Works, The ex-mayor in questicn
thought that something c¢onld and should be
done.

The Premier: Is that ex-mayor the only
supporter of your scheme?

Mr. GRIFFITHS: Nobody except that
gentleman took the matter uyp.

The PPremier: Is he an ex-mayor because
he supported the scheme?

Mr. GRIFFITITS: The Premier may eon-
sider that funny; I do not. Jlr. Barnard,
the ex-mayor in question, wus responsible
for certain action being taken. Ie pub-
lished a booklet ouflining a scheme for the
reclamation of the river.

My, Clydesdale: .\re vou talking about
the foreshore?

Mr. GRIFFITHS: The hon. member in-
terjecting is more inierested in trotting, or
will he directly.

The Premier: Why anticipate trouble?

My, GRIFFITHS: The scheme outlined
by the ex-mayor of Northam proposes the
reclamation, by afforestation, of the various
crecks supplying saline matter to the Avon. I
am asking the House merely to support an
experiment, if that word can bhe used in con-
neetion with something that has been tried
and proved, to prevent the Avon River from
going into the Corniv Peak Lakes during
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flood time.  When the river resumes its
normal flow at the beginning of summer, the
salty water which has been added to by the
Avon itself trickles back inte the river, and
poisons the various pools right down to Nor-
tham, and in fact throughout the course of
the river. I ask the Government to take up
the proposal for the creetion of flood gates
at the entrance to the lakes, as this would
prevent the inflow of salty water and also
wounld check any overflow coming from the
back country. The department have already
gone into the matter and found that the pro-
posal will cost between £30 and £49,
Mr. Lindsay: How much?

Mr. GRIFFITHS: Between £30 and £40.
There is only a passage of 8 feet.

Mr. Lindsay: You are extremely moderate.

Mr. GRIFFITHS: 7That proposal was
turned down last year. When there is an
overflow of the salt lakes, caused by their
being filled from the Avon, the pools right
down to Beverley are poisoned, and the
water is rendered unfit for stock during the
next season or two. During the past year
or so, the rainfall having been slight, there
has been little overflow, little enough io per-
mit of its being dammed back with sandbags.
As a result, the pools down fo Beverley have
been utilised for stock, In an ordinarily wet
season those pools are so poisoned that no
use can be made of the water. A Legisla-
tive Councillor who i1s keenly interested in
this sabject said to me recently that he counld
not understand why so inexpensive a matter
had not been tested long since. Assume that
the cost would be £50 or £60, surely that is
not excessive for testing so important a
question. If the pools only as far as Bev-
erley were rendered fit for use, it would
demonstrate clearly that the pollution of
the river as far as Northam ecould
be prevented. Old settlers tell me that
40 years ago they were accustomed to
make tea with the water of pools that
are now absolutely unfit for use. Tt
goes to show that it is only man's own
handiwork that has brought about the
pollution of the river. The result of the
cutting down of the timber in a country like
Western Australia, having a light rainfall,
is that the rapid evaporation, through ecap-
illary attraction, brings the salt to the sur-
face, whence it is swept into the erceks, There
is no removal of the salt by the leaching of
forest growth or serub. Around Beverley
and York every scrap of timber has been
cleared away from the creeks, and as a con-

[ASSEMBLY.]
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sequence almost every creek is salty. I ask
the House to carry the motion in order that
something may be done by way of experi-
ment, though, 1 repeat, it will not really be
an experimentf, since the success of the
scheme has already been proved. 1t has
been demonstrated time and again that water
courses can be veclaimed by afforestation as
I have suggested. Certain scrubs and eer-
tain bushes help to remove the salt. Inspee-
tor J. J. Houlahan, of Northam, onee took
me to a little paddock just outlside the Police
Station, and there showed me the surface
all white with magnesia and salt. A couple
of years later he tock me to ihat paddock
again, and there was ne trace of magnesia
or salt on its surface. Two large, old-man
salt bushes were growing there.  Those
bushes removed all the alkaline matter from
the surface of the land. At Moree, in New
Souih Wales, it has been possible to utilise
land formerly covered with alkaline deposits.
Those deposits were encroached upon and
gradually ecaten away by serub and bushes.
The hore water at Moree was once consid-
ered unfit for use, but with the aid of certain
vegetables and cereals, used alternately, it
has been possible to render the water ser-
viceable. There is no reason why something
of the same sort should not be done here.
Perhaps T am a little premature in bringing
the matter forward; it was first mooted 30
or 40 years ago. However, some time the
Avon will be running fresh, because certain
means of reclamation, such as afforestation
of the small creeks, will be adopted. The
result will be the gradual reclamation of ihe
river. (lates such as I have suggested will
be erected—I hope soon—to keep the water
from flowing into the ereeks and so bringing
down the salt which otherwise would remain
there. If the gates were erected, the river
would proceed on its course straight to the
sea. As things are now, in wel years through
that open passage millions of tons of water
are poured into the lake and it becomes salty
and later flows back into and pollutes the
river thronghout its course. I feel sure the
Government and the House will consider the
question on its merits, especially now that
we have the agrienltural college at Muresk,
on the Avon. There, as at Hawkesbury, ir-
rigation should be practised. If steps are
taken in the direction I have indicated, to
block the river from the lakes and thus
prevent its pollation, and in 2 modest way
to reforest the variaus crecks that now pour
their salt contents into the river, the Avon
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will in time be utilised for irrigation pur-
puses.

Mr. Sampson; That would materially im-
prove the position at Muresk, from the
standpoint of showing what can be done
through irrigation.

Mr. GRIFFITHS: Yes. Take York it-
self. I am informed that Mr. Craig of that
town, has for seven or eight years suceess-
fully and prolitably grown lucerne on the
hanks of a pool just outside York. At
Burges' Siding, again, there is a fine pool,
but it is clogged up with all kinds of growth
—=growth not on the banks, but in the body
of the pool. When the river becomes low
by evaporation during summer, the saline
water sinks lo the bottom. Then, owing io
the blocking of the passage-way throngh the
river, the sweet water rushes over the top
of the salty water each winter, the bed of
the river not being scoured. Mr, Mann, who
was Government Analyst of this State some
years ago, and who is now a member of the
House of Representatives, once pointed out
to a large meeting at Northam what he con-
sidered should be done regarding the Avon
with reference to this very matter of an
agricultural college at Muresk. He suggested
that the river be cleared so that the flood
waters would scour it of the saline malter.
In his view a great deal could be done to
clear the river.
planting of shrubs and trees along various
watercourses, with a view to seeing whether
the contributions of salt from the little creeks
could not be stopped. I have instances from
the Kellerberrin district. A man there had
cleared and planted with wheat a paddock
in which patches of moisture or soakage were
evident, He cleared every serap of scrub
off the land, and when I went to view his
crop there were amongst his wheat great
patches of salt on which, of course, nothing
was growing. He said be could not under-
stand why the salt had appeared. Two
years later I saw a erop on the same pad-
dock, and among it patches of serub were
growing, The farmer informed me thai he
bad permitted the native serub to grow up
again and that, in consegnence, the =alt had
disappeared, allowing him to bring an in-
creased area under wheat. One can see the
same thing right through the eouniry, more
parfienlarly in the older districts of Beverley
and York, where man’s own folly has cre-
ated the salt nuisance. Every patch of vege-
table matter has been =tripped from along
the creeks and, in consequence, fhe salt

He also mentioned the
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trouble has become intensified. In many iu-
slances land has been reclaimed by allowing
the patural serub to grow up again. Mr.
Willinott, a2 member of angther place, on one
occasion told me of his borse backing a eart
into a big flooded gum, smashing the back of
the vehicle. lo a fit of temper Mr. Willmott
took an axe and ringed that tree. As the
tree died, a fine freshwater well in the
vicinity became intensely salt.  But Mr.
Willmott had not properly completed his
task ol ringing the tree, He had left a
palch of some 8 or 9 inches unlouched
by the axe and, as a result, the tree fo a
large extent, recovered; and as the tree
recovered so did the well become fresh
again. This iz an instance of what has
occurred at Bridgetown. 1 could cite
scores of other cases. The trees and shrubs
keep the salty matter from coming to the
surface. By the removal of the trees,
capillary attraction Lrings the salt to the
surface, whenee it is washed into the
ecreeks. This is the fourth or fifth oceasion
on whieh I have submitted this motion, and
I trust that this time the House will pass
it and allow us to try an experiment thar,
in alfl probability, will lead to big things
in the future.

Queslion put and passed.

BILL—PERMANENT RESERVE A4566.

Read a third fime and transmitted to
the Couneil.

BILL—RACING RESTRICTION ACT
AMENDMENT.

In Committee.

Resumed from 30th September. Mr,
Lutey in the Chair; Mr, Sleeman in charge
of the Bill.

The CHAIRMAN: Progress was Tre-
ported on Clause 2. to which the Premier
had moved the following amendment:—
“That in lines 1 and 2 the words ‘after the
words “thirty-five” be struck out.!”

Mr. SLEEMAX: T am afraid T cannot
accept the Premier's amendment. This
programme of meetings was framed in
1917 as a war-time measure. Parliament
then believed that 35 meetings was a fair
schedule for the tfrotting association. At
that time there was no mention of trol.
ting at Fremantle, and Perth was the only



1322

course on which the sport was prac.isel,
Acting on that, the West Australian Tioi-
ting Association entered into very lheavy
liabilities in respect of a new eourse. On
that enterprise they have spent some
£37,000 and propose spending another
£62,000.  Also they have obtained from
Ameriea horses costing £3,000, with the
idea of improving the hreed in this Stafe.
It would be unfaiv for Parliament to take
away a third of the association’s revenue,
and that without notice. The other night,
when the Labour Ixchanges Bill was be-
fore the House, the Minister for Works
agreed that the employment hrokers should
wet at least 12 months’ notice. Here, how-
ever, there is {o be-no notice for the trot-
ting assoeiation. IHon. members will agres
that the Premier’s amendment is loaded
and that, if carried, it would practically
kill the Bill. .
Mr. E. B. Johnston: Worse than that.

Mr. SLEEMAN: Yes, for it would de-
prive Perth of the sport in order that Fre-
mantle wmight have it. The Fremantle iu-
terests do not want it at that cost. I hope
the amendment will not be agreed to.

Hon. G. TAYLOR: The Premier pointed
out that he was very anxious that the
peoplte of Fremantle should have some
dates.

The Premier: No, I did not say I was
anxious about it.

Hon. G. TAYLOR: The Premier said he
was desirous thatl they should get 12 meet-
ings,

The Premier: I did not say that I was
anxiouns about it, nor that T was desirons.

Hon. (¢, TAYLOR: Let me point oul
how far the Premier’s desire was in that
direction.

The Premier :
desirous.

Hon. ;. TAVI.LOR: The Premier voled
against the second reading.

The Premier: On a point of order. The
hon. member alleges that T sald I was
anxions and desirous that Fremantle
should have these meefings. 1 did not
make any such statement, and so I ask
for a withdrawal.

Hon. &. TAYLOR: T withdraw. The
Premier wanfed to give Fremantle 12
meetings.

The Premier: I did not want to give
them 12 meetings.

I did not say 1 was

[ASSEMBLY.]

Hon. G. TAYLOR: What is the amend-
ment for? The Premier moved to strike
out all words down to “thirty-five.”

The Premier: I am moving to reduce the
number of meetings at Perith. Yon have
not read the amendment.

Hon. G. TAYLOR : The Premier feels
the position in which he has placed him-
self by moving the amendment. He voted
against the second reading and then, to
kill the Bill, he moved the amendment.

The Premier: No.

Hon. &. TAYLOR: I suppose other hon.
members have been written fo.

The Premier: Oh, no !

Hon. G TAYLOR: We know that the
Eastern Goldfields trotting people have
passed resolutiens condemning the amend-
ment. They realise that if any of the
meetings are taken from Perth the West
Australian Trotting Association will not
be able to assist the outlying districts to
establish trotting. If there be in the State
any association or body that deserves the
support of this Committee, it is the Wiest
Australian Trotting Association, if only
on the score of its liberality. 1t has done
more for charities than any other organisa-
ticn in the whole of the State, perhaps in
Australia.

Mr. Stubbs: More than all the others
put together.

Hon. G. TAYLOR: I have always sup-
ported trotting from its ineeption; I sup-
poried it when it was most unpopular,

The Premier: You have always supported
unpopular canses. ’

Hon. G. TAYLOR: To-day trotting is an
established institution and if the Premier
doubts me he ean go down there and see the
Lig erowds that attend the Saturday night
rueetings,

The Premier: I have not used their free
pass as mueh as some members have done.

Hon. G. TAYLOR: Since the ineception
of the sport in the State the Trotting Asso-
ciation has distributed in stakes, apart from
tliose given on the goldfields and country
meetings, an amount of £247,067.

The Premier: That would have cleared a
Int of land in this country.

Hon. G. TAYLOR: No less a sum than
£142,096 10s. 7d. has been paid by way of
tuxation through the totalisator. ’

The Premier: That is a different state-
wient from the one I have.
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Hon. G. TAYLOR: During the past three
years the payments by way of totalisator
taxation amounted to £59,207 19s. 11d.

The Premier: Real directors’ figures, the
1gs. 11d.

Hon. G. TAYLOR: The outlay on and
equipment of courses on the goldfields and in
the eountry has amounted to £15,049 4s. 4d,

The Premier: They should have thrown in
oanother 7d. to make up the 11d.

Hon. G. TAYLOR: Donations to charities
have amounted to date o £31,172 19s, and
from five meetings held last season, charitable
institutions benefited to the extent of £4,159.
Is not that a very fine record? There are
many other interesting figures that I could
quote, hut it is sofficient to state that just
now a considerable sum of money is being
spent on a new track. A good deal of money
nas alzso been invested in horseflesh,

The Premier: The utility horse.

Hon, G. TAYLOR: That is how the trot-
ting horse is deseribed. But I am afraid the
Premier does not know muoch about the
eauine. . Trotters are not sprinters and they
are a fine type of animal.

Mr. Hughes: Have you ever seen one in a
baker’s cart?

Hon. G. TAYLOR: No, but T have seen
the hon. member in one,

Mr. J. H. Smith: They do not ecompare
with thoroughbreds.

Hon. G. TAYLOR: These are thorough-
breds. The Premier is taking the wrong view
altogether. Where does the profit from the
proprietary elubs go? It does not remain in
this State.

Me. Clydesdale: You do not know what
vou are talking about.

Hon. G, TAYLOR: We know what Wren
has done, and we know why the proprietary
clubs are opposing the Trotting Association.

Mr. Clydesdale: What has that to do with
the Bill?

Hon. 3. TAYLOR: The hon. member
spoke for an hour on the second reading of
the Bill, and we know that he represents the
proprietary ¢lubs. Why does he get so angry
Lecause I am supporting trotting?

Mr. Clydesdale: It is you who are angry.

Mr. Hughes: Where are the shareholders
in the tofalisator company?

Hon. G. TAYLOR: I have no idea. Any-
how, we are not discussing the totalisator. I
hkope the Premier’s amendment will not be
carried: I feel confident that the Fremantie
people would not accept it.

| measure.
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Mr. HUGHES: 1If the previous speaker
anly took the trouble to make inquiries be
would find that a considerable sum of money
from trotting finds its way to the Eastern
States.

Hon. G. Taylor:
of horses.

Mr. HUGHES: The totalisator profits
find their way to the Eastern States and if
it 1s wrong for money obtained from the pro-
prietary elubs to be sent to the East, it must
also be wrong to send the totalisator profits
away. If trotting is established at Fremantle,
there will also be a totalisator, and more
money will be sent away. We know that rac-
ing, be it trotting or galloping, has de-
veloped into an industry, and we know that
ruany owners see that the racing provides
for the feed bill. If the horses do not pay
the feed bill the owners get out of the busi-
ness. There is an excess of racing in the
State. I am not opposed to additional trot-
tings meetings alone; I would vote to reduce
all racing if T had the ehance. Parliament
recognised there should be a limitation and
specified the number of meetings.

Hon. (. Taylor: That was a war time
There was no limit before that.

Only for the purchase

Mr. Clydesdale: Yes, there was. It was
not a wartime measure; that was lifted long
ago.

Mr. HUGHES: We are told that a trot-
ting horse is a utility horse. In my opinion,
a first class trotfer on the tracks would not
be any use in a baker's cart. If some of the
trotters were used for that purpose, we wonld
be without hread for hreakfast.

Mr. Stubbs: Yes, if yon were driving.

AMr. HUGHES: 1f the hon. member were
backing it, we would be without bread. The
days of the utility horse are numbered.

Lieut.-Colotiel Denton: What do you know
about horses?

Mr. HUGHES: The horse is being dis-
placed by motor transport. To ask us to add
12 more racing fixtures is absurd. As to
the shifting of trolting to Fremantle, the
evidence that Fremantle cannot afford it is
furnished by the fact that the pecople there
cannot find the money necessary io establish
a course at the port.

Mr. LAMBERT: On a point of order, is
the hon. member in order in diseussing
whether Fremantle can have trotting or not?
That was dealt with at the second reading
stage.
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The CHAIRMANXN: The member tor East
Perth 1s in order. He is giving his reasons
for his attitude regarding the amendment.

Mr. HUGHES: Trotting in Perth is sup-
ported not only by the people there but by
a small sectton of people in I'remantle. 1f
we transfer some of the dates to Fremantle
it will merely mean that some of the people
who now patronise trotting in Perth will
not do so and there will noi be the necessity
for the same number of meetings there ns
. at present. That will make it more difficuit
flor owners to earry on and feed their horses.
It there is trotiing in Fremantle, however,
the Ferth horses will go there and compete
and there will be no hardship to owners,
because {he same amount of prize money and
the same number of races will be available.
As regords trotling, the big man with a
string of horses can beat the smali man with
a few horses.

Mr, Stubbs: Why?

Mr. HUGHES: DBecause he has money
and can afford to hold horses back for 12
months.

Lieut.-Colonel Denton: On the conrse?

Mr. HUGHES: Yes, and the higgest own-
ers are the worst offenders. I have known
one owner hold a horse up for 12 months.
I have known horses to tail the field week
after week and then come out and win by
a lap, Yet no inquiries were held! T can
give the names of horses that would be a
revelation to the hon. member. If we make
it harder for the small owner, it will be easier
for these devious tricks to be played on the
track, Surely no member is so unsophis-
ticated as to think that horses are allowed
to try every time they compete. The owner
has to get a suitable handicap hefore he will
allow his horse fo win.

Mr. E. B. Johnston: Trofting is run as
fairly as any other form of racing.

Mr. HUGHES : I do not think it is.

Mr. E. B. Johnston: And it is better sup-
ervised than some others,

Mr. HUGHES: That does not alter the
fact that all these iricks are resoried to.
While some members wonld not tolerate an
extension of gambling under the Lotteries
Bill, which was in aid of the hospitals, they
are agreeable to nnlimited gambling in eon-
neetion with trotfing, However, we have re-
ceived our directions from Kalgoorlie as to
how we are to vote on this Bill. T have re-
ceived a letter from a gentleman in Kal-
goorlie.

Members: We have all got one.

[ASSEMELY.)

Mr. Griffiths: Take it as read.

AMr. HUGHES: It is too good to be taken
as rend. The letter starts off—

I have heen inmstructed to direet your atten-

tion to a resolution carried at a meeting of
our club——
The people at Kalgoorlie eould not support
a frotting club of their own and now they
want to direct members how to vote on the
Bill,

Ay, Davy:
thing,

Mr. HUGHES: The letter has a most
insolunt tone and these people apparently
exjpreet members to erumple up when they
read it.

The Premier: You can imagine what my
position is; I am compelled to obey them.

Hon. G. Taylor: It is not direct action.

Mr. HRUGILES: But they direet our atten-
tion.

They de not say any such

Bitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: I do not
know why we should show any feeling
over this question.

The Premier: There is none,

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: Not on
the part of the Premier.

The Premier: I have to be serious now
and again because I am azccused of alwavs
joking.

Hon., Sir JAMES MITCHELL : Al-
though we have a restriction Aect, there is
more racing in the State than there was
hefore the Act was passed.

The Premier: The title was a misnomer.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: There is
no reason why people should not be per-
mitted to engage in the particular sport
that appeals io them. Raecing provides
opportunifiecs for zambling, though people
can and do attend without gambling. The
member for Canning says that racing is a
business,

Mr. Clydesdale: So it is.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: I do not
agree with him.

Mr. €lydesdale: T have had 25 years
experience of it,

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: Perhaps
so; but I have been fond of racing for a
longer period than that and am still fond
of it, though I seldom go. The galloping
races are very well controlled by the Turf
Club. T suppose that no racing is bettar
eontrolled than that in Western Australin,
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and [ refer to all racing that comes under
the jurisdiction of the Turf Club and most
of that to which the club send stipendiary
stewards. I have occasionally atfended the
trotting meetings. Some lime ago a
celebrated New Zealand horse raced. There
were about 12,000 people present that
night, and so far as I could judge, 8,000
of them sat tight the whole evening and
could not have had a bet. I do not know
why we should always associate gambling
with racing, because all people who attend
the races do not gamble. If gamhling is a
thing we object to, there is much to objest
to in Perth, because every day, week in
and week out, someone may be seen selling
tickets for sweeps condueted either here or in
one of the other States.

Mr. Lambert: Art unions secm to be the
only industry in the city.

Hon, Bir JAMES MITCHELL : The
suggestion is that we should add to the 35
days already granted, another 12 days in
order that Fremantle may have trottiny
meetings. The Premier proposes that the
12 shall be dedocted from the 35 meetings
now allotted to the Trotting Asscciation.
I do not tnink members will agree to the
amendment. If members consider thaf
there should be no more trotting in the
meiropolitan area, it would have been
hetter to reject the Bill on the second
reading,

Hon, G. Taylor; It is not the Premier’s
fault. He tried to defeat it by voting
against the seecond reading.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELIL : The
35 days allotted to Perth are being used
by Perth. The assoeiation are spending a
rreat deal of money on beauntifying the
gronnd at East Perth, and a great deal of
help has been given to hospitals and to
charities, Money has been given by the
Turf Club for similar purposes, and occa-
sionally in the country race meetings are
held to raise funds for hospitals. The
question is whether the people who wish to
see trotting races are to have an oppor-
tunily to see them. Is it right that the
association who have run the meetings at
East Perth so long should be deprived of
some of their dates? I de not think thay
should be, and I am sure the Premier in
his own mind does not think so, either. 1
see ho objection to a reasonable provision
for sport, and there can be no objection {o
the nnmber of dates set aside for the two
greal racing hodies. A few years ago there
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was no restriction, and unregistered meei-
ings wete run at Bicton, South Perth and
Kalgoorlie, while all sorts of race cluos
were at work in the country. To-day every
racecourse has to be registered, and racing
is controlled by one or other of the two
organisations. Fremantle is the only town
of considerable size probably in the Com-
monwealth that bhas not the right to rum
race meetings, and if the people of Fre-
mantle wish to have this form of amuse-
ment, I do not see why they should be
denied it. It is for them to say whether
they want this sport and are prepared ‘o
pay for it, and whether it will be good for
the town or otherwise. 1 am going to voie
against the Premier’s amendment. It is
not a question of trotting dates versus
proprietary raeing. If is a question
whether we are going to give those people
who desire this form of sport an oppor-
tunity to see it and take part in it.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: When
the Aet was passed there was a trotting
course at Midland Junction, which was
taken into consideration when the number
of dates was granted. The member for
Guildford was very interested as to how
the Act would affect the municipal course
at Midland Junetion. Soon after the Act
was passed lhe course went out of exist-
ence. 1 am surprised to find that various
parts of the State are taking so much
interest in Fremantle. As a rule when any-
thing to do with Fremantle is brought up
it is the subject of a gibe to the effect that
Fremantle is always wanting something.
People in the Great Southern districts and
on the goldfields are now interested in
seeing that Fremantle receives its just
dues. I have to thank the people outback
for having come to their senses, and real-
ising that Fremantle has not had justice ia
the past. Great interest is being taken in
this Bill, far more interest than was shown
in a Bill that was dealt with last night,
and which will very greatly affect the
whole country,

The Premier: It is the influence of the
Trotting Association.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Honour
is due to the Premier, if he is of opinion
that there is too much racing and
gambling, for taking this epportunity of
endeavouring to prevent theze things and
of expressing his opinion rezarding them.
He thinks it is in the best interests of the
State that there shonld be a eurtuilment in
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this direction. It is possible, if a raee-
course is established at Fremantle, that it
will prevent the crowd from betting in the
gtreets of the town, and setting a bad
example to the children. If a course were
established the betting would be transferred
to it from the streets. As a member of the
Tramway Board, I must admit that the es-
tablishment of a racecourse would lead to
increased tramway fares and the inereased
use of clectrie light. I do not think there
would be any interference with the district.
The Premier might well consider the advisa-
bility of withdrawing bis amendment. Fre-
mantle, like other towns, should have the
right to a racecourse, just as other parts of
the State have. 1 do not like voting against
the Premier, at T intend to do so on this
occasion.

Mr. ANGELO: I have made further in-
guiries into this matter, and find that the
trotting association has entered into con-
tracts which involve a large expenditure on
a new troiting ground for Perth, If the trot-
ting dates are interfered with it will mean
scrious embarrassment for the assoeiation. It
is a good thing that Perth should he pro-
vided with another up-to-date pleasure
ground. We have all too few pleasure re-
sorts, and people are econstantly spending
their holidays in the Eastern States, beeause
they say there is a lack of attraction in
the city. I understand that the new trotting
ground will be one of the most up-to-date
courses in Australia. It will certainly be
the means of covering up some of the
smelly parts of East Perth, and will prevent
the residents from inhaling some of the ob-
noxious gases. The member for East Perth has
opposed the Bill because he says there is too
much betting. Everything depends on the
individual as to whether he bets or not, we
know that people will bet on anything and
everything. I have known of betting even at
elections. After the last election I was of-
fered a thousand to one that the member for
Fast Perth would be Colonial Secretary in
the new Ministry. However, T thought the
odds were not long enough.

The CFHIATRMAXN: Order! That has noth-
ing to do with the amendment.

Mr. ANGELO: The member for East
Perth has said that to his personal know-
ledge there is an enormous amount of crooked
rucing at the trotting meetings. If a man al-
ways hangs around the stable, a little of the
gmell of it will eling to him,
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Mr. E. B. JOHNSTON: If Australians
bave an outstanding national fault, it is that
they are too fond of horse racing. Trotting,
however, scems to me a fair, elean, and well-
conducted form of racing. Certainly it is
growing in popularity in Western Austra-
lin, and there is no reason why Fremanfle
should not have its share of the sport. The
Trofting Association set a very good example
Lo other bodies with headguarters in Perth as
regards the interest shown in the advance-
ment of the sport of trotting in the eountry,
and also as regards the help extended to agri-
cultural shows, at whieh the trotting matches
are a great atiraction. The trotting at East
1’erth is something different from what ean
be seen in other parts of the Commonwealth,
ond Eastern States visitors are always glad
to witness the sport. There is no more pleas-
ant way of spending a summer evening than
at the trotting grounds, and this without bet-
ting. I am sorry the Premier has moved the
amendment, which is directly contrary to
the objects of the Bill. The Trotting Asso-
ciation are committed to an expenditure of
£100,000 on a track. I should like to see the
uwmendment defeated and the Bill carried, but
I would rather see the Bill defeated than car-
ried subject to the amendment. 1 hope the
Premier will adopt the suggestion of the
Minister for Lands.

Mr. STUBBS: I appeal to the Premier to
withdraw the amendment, though T know he
iz absolutely sincere in his statement that
gambling has a very strong hold on the
people. The member for East Perth said
he could prove that the horses running in
trotting matches are not utility horses. In the
Great Southern district during the last four
or five years the establishment of trotting
clabs, assisted by the association in Perth,
kag resulted in the production of farm horses
that can win on the track. One of them has
von hundreds of pounds in stakes. He does
Lis week’s work in addition to his trotting
on the track. Years ago there was not be-
tween Beverley and Albany a single trotling
track, and now there are a dozen, with a
total of 800 owners and members. FPeople
enjoy trotting even more than galloping, be-
¢ause trotting is condueted on eleaner lines.
The carrying of the amendment will mean the
defeat of the Bill. The commiltee of the
Trotting Association, believing that their
dates would not be interfered with by Par-
liament, have eniered into contraets aggre-
gating £30,000 or £40,000, with a further ex-
penditure of £60,000 to follow. If they lose
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12 meetings, they will not be able to meet
their engagements. Thousands of people go
to the trots every Saturday without imvest-
ing a shilling, Many men econneeted with
galloping say they object to trotting because
it is run by eleetrie light.

Hon. G. Tayler: Because it is too popu-
lar.

Mr. STCBBS: A prominent member of
the W.AT.C. recently told me that he ob-
Jected to trotting because all kinds of
crooked dealings eould be carried on under
the electrie light. However, there is just as
ruch erooked work done under the light of
the sun as under the electrie light. Secores of
LEastern States visitors have expressed them-
selves in the highest terms regarding the con-
duet of racing by the Trotting Association,
and have said that they never saw anytbing
like it in their lives before,

Mr. HUGIHES: I am surprised at the
eonversion of the member for Gascoyne, Last
veek, when the Premier moved the amend-
ment, the member for Gascoyne made it his
husiness to come over to this side of the
Chamber and plead with the mover of the
Bill to accept the amendment.

Mr. Angelo: 1 ask for a withdrawal.
The statement is absolutely untrue,

Mr. Sampson: Was not that a private
conversation ¢

Mr, HUGHES: Am I obliged to with-
draw a statement if it is absolutely true?

The CHAIRMAX : T do nnt know whether
it is true or not. The member for (Gascoyne
has said that it is not true.

Mr. Lambert: There seems to be a doubt.

Mr. HUGHES: T withdraw, and give the
member for Gascoyne the benefit of the
doubt.

Mr. Angelo: I am not satisfied with that.
I want an absolute withdrawal, What I
went over and said to the member for Fre-
mantle was that he should ask that the de-
bate be adjourned.

Mr. HUGHES: I withdraw, but I cannot
agree with the last statement made by the
member for Gascoyne. He asked the
member for Fremantle to eonsult with the
trotting people and to accept the Premier’s
amendment. .

Mr, Davy: I suppose that was a private
conversation.

The CHAIRMAN: Order! All this has
nothing to do with the amendment before
the Chair.
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Mr. HUGHES: It shows what has been
going on during the week, how the whips
have cracked since last Wednesday.

Mr, Stubbs: They have not cracked at
me.

Hon. W. D, Johnsen: Oh, you got a letter
too.

Mr. Stubbs: Letter he hanged!

Mr. HUGHES: Members who last week
were pleading with the sponsor of the Bill
to aceept the Premier’s amendment now
make plausible exeuses for opposing that
amemdment.  What has happened in the
meantime {o alter their views? The whips
have eracked and members have had to fall
into line.

Mr, Stubbs: What nonsense!

Mr. HUGHES: We are told that the
W.A. Trotting Association will not be able
to fulfil its commitments if it be not allowed
to continue to enjoy its full number of dates.
Then how has it money to lend to Fremantle
lo start an opposition course, which will
necessarily mean a falling-off in aitendance
at the IPerth course? The 12 nights to be
eiven to Fremantle will have to be made up
in Perth, probably by trotting on Wednes-
day nights; alternatively there will be a
corresponding reduction in the Perth pro-
gramme, The financial plea is only a red
herring expcdient to defeat the Premier’s
amendment. The people of East Perth are
penalised because of the trotting being held
in their district, since they are obliged to
pay an incrcased tramway fare every
trotting night, when a 2d. section is con-
verted into a 3d. section. So, if we have a
reduction in the number of trotting meetings
at East Perth, there will be a corresponding
henefit to the people of Fast Perth.

Mr, Stubbs: There are not enough people
there to keep a tram car going!

Mr. HUGHES : TFollowing on each
trotting meeting some of them have not
enough money to pay a tram fare. Cer-
tainly troiting is of no advantage to East
Perth, The little bit of foreshore reclama-
tion done by the W.A. Trotting Association
is a mere bagatelle, It would be better for
the State if the trotting assoeciation, instead
of investing money on a new course at Fre-
mantle were to complete the job they have
in hand at HKast Perth. No member sup-
porting the Bill will tell us where the addi-
tional 12 nights are to eome from. Cer-
tainly, trotting meetings will not be held in
Perth and in Fremantle on the same nights.
The only solution is Wednesday night
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trotting in lerth. Some members refused
fo allow the Government fo Tun a lottery
for the benefit of the hospitals, urging that
it would encourage gambling. Surely there
is a marked difference between the danger
of a monthly or guarterly lottery, and the
providing of scope for unlimited gambling
such as is atforded by weekly trotting meet-

ings! 1 hope the Premier’s amendment will
be carried.
Mr, LAMBERT: 1 do not know that

there is any difference between fhe conducl
of the trotters and of the galiopers. Gen-
erally speaking we can be thankful that
both sports are conducted extremely well in
this State. The people connected with the
industry ean be commended on that. I
voted against the second reading, and 1 am
going to do all T can to defeat the Bill. It
is a dangerous Bill, inaswuch as it sets up
a certain number of race meetings for a
particular district. By the passing of the
second reading we conceded that the West
Australian Trotking Association has the
right to grant trotting dates. It has taken
the whole of the available dates to itself,
Now the member for I'remantle seeks to
amend the parent Act of 1917, and to grant
Fremantle 12 nighis ol trotting. What
position shall we be in if, agreeing to this,
we find that Guildford or Midland Junection
or Osborne Park or all three, each want 12
nights for the same purpose? If the
member for I'remantle had sought to
amend the parent Act by first increas-
ing the trotting nights in the melropolitan
area and then direcling the trotting asso-
ciation to alloeate those nights, as the
W.A. Turf Club allocate their meetings,
lis Bill would have been deserving of
greater support than it is receiving.
There is in this amendmnent to the pavent
Act of 1017 a serious departure. It 1is
soughf hy the member for Fremantle to give
that area within a radivs of five miles of
the I'remantle Post Office, 12 dates exelu-
sively for that distriet. If we are to be
consistent, if there is to be a semblance of
fairness to any olher district, we shall have
to support the propesal. I am sorry that
the Bill passed its seecond reading, and in
spesking to the amendment submitted by the
Premier T said that no districlt should have
racing foisted upon it unless the people had
been consulted. It is my intention, whether
the Premier's amendment is carried or not,
{0 move the following proviso to Clause 2—

Provided also that before such license is
granted a referendum shatl be taken of the

(ASSEMBLY.]

clectors on the Legislative Assembly roll re-
siding within a radius of five miles of the
Fremantle Town Hall as to whether sueh
hicense shall be granted, and the expenses of
such referendum to be defrayed by the Fre-
mantle Trotting Association.

1 can see that there are difficulties in ihe
Premier’s amendment, but irrespeetive of its
fate, it will not be with my vote that race-
courses shall be dotted over any part of the
metropolitan arvea until the people direectly
concerned have been consolted.

Mr. DAVY: The member for Coolgardie,
Mr. Lambert, prefaced his remarks by say-
ing ihat be could see no reason why one
should get exeited during the debate, because
the matfer was of small importance. We
have, however, seen the hon. member in his
best torm. He was most emphalie.

Lieut.-Colonel Denton: Spectacular.

Mr. DAVY: And speclacular. 1 do not
remember when he was more impressive in
delivery, and less impressive in the matter
he discussed.

Mvr. Teesdale: And he forgot to insult any-
body.

Mr. DAVY : There has been a lot of irre-
levant talk on this question; nevertheless
there is a prineiple involved which is of eon-
siderable imporfance and it is a question
ol just how far Parliament should interfere
with the legitimate activities of the people.
We have on the statute book a Rucing Re-
striction Act which was introduced into this
House and passed at a time when I was
net here, and I eannot do more than guess
the reason for the introduction of that
measule. My guess is that it had noth-
ing to do with the morals of the people;
it was introduced after the war began and
when the people felt that it would be an in-
decency to continue in an extreme form any
pleasure whiech involved the expenditure of
meney, remembering that every shilling was
necessary to prosecute the war to a suceess-
ful issue.

Hon. W. D. Johnson: And unregistered
racing was inereasing to an alarming extent.

Mr. DAVY: Eeconomy also was in the
minds of the legislature when that mensure
was passed. It is interesting fo note that
at that time there was no attempt to impose
restrietions in tegard to whippet racing or
the manufacture and sale of silk stockings.

Mr. Mann: Is there any relation hetween
whippet racing and silk stockings?

Mr. DAVY: None whatever, except thai
ihe owner of a suceessful whippet might have
been ahle to buy silk stockings for his girl.
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The CHALRMAN : The hon. member might
keep to the subject.

dr., DAVY: Yes, 1 shall, but 1 was
dragged off the line for the moment. Such
waiters as the gifts made by the Trotting
Association to charity, or whether or not
money from racing goes to the East or stays
liere, or whether horses are bred for atility
purposes bhave nothing to do with the ques-
tien. Galloping or trotting is a business of
the people who provide it, and an amusement
for ibe people who avail themselves of the
opportunity to attend it. The vast majority
wiio go to the races attend to get amusement
in the same way as they go to the pietures
or to the theatre. I can see mo distinetion
between the amnsement provided by the
Trotting Association or the amusement pro-
vided by Sir Thomas Coombe in his chain
of picture theatres. 1f we are too weak to
enforee Lhe prohibition of gambling, let us
be honest about it; if it is our aim to re-
striet gambling, let us enforce the law as if
is. Let us not get at it by devious ways
through a sport which has not necessarily
any connection with gambling, Most of us
in this House go to the races and do not
gamble at all. We are too wise. It is ad-
mitted that if Perth is entitled to bave trots
for the amusement of its people, then so is
Fremantle. and the only question now is
whether the trots that Fremantle wishes to
have shall be taken from Perth or whether
they shall bé given in addition to the dates
held by Perth. I bave not heard any arga-
racnt that leads me to helieve that we are
entitled to reduee the nuwber of trotting
nights in Perth. The trots draw very larpe
crowds and if we reduce the number of
meetings to be conducted in Perth, I suppnse
we shall increase the erowds, and if the
pecple have snificient money to go to the
trots 35 or 40 times in the year in Perth,
they will have a little more money to spend
"at the reduced number of meetings if we
take away a dozen. Iif trots are bad for the
people we should wipe them out altogether.
1 =ubmnit that no case has been made out, first
of all as to why Fremantle should not have
its trots, and secondly why, if Fremantle is
to have trotting, a number of nights shonld
not be taken away from the Trotting Assoc-
iation in Perth. I hope the amendment will
be defeated, not that T regard the subject
as being of national moment, but it has
worked itself into a matter of some argu-
ment.

1329

The PREMIER : I did pot intend to pur-
sue this malter any further, but seeing the
intense interest that has developed over the
yuestion, and baving regard for the attend-
ance present this evening, and a fortnight
ago, and also because nearly every member
has deemed it an obligation to address him-
self twice to the subject

Mr. Mann: Not every mewmber.

The PREMIER: Nearly every member, 1
said. The hon. member is not listening,
These reasons will be my excusze for saying
another word or two, Included in some of
the literature that has lLeen broadcasted
throughout the State during the past fort-
night, one document sels out that there has
been a State-wide protest against the pro-
posal to reduce the number of trolting
meetings in Perth. This reminds me of
the Tooley-street tailors who declared “We,
the people of Lngland.”

Ilon, W. D, Johnson: The protest has
extended from Gascoyne to Fremantle.

The PREMIER : Here we have—"We,
the supporters of trotting, speak for the
people of Western Australia and enter a
State-wide protest.”” It is true that a very
active campaign has been conduected dur-
ing the past fortnight. Resolutions have
been earried hy supporters of trotting iun
Kalgoorlie and Boulder. They have even
invaded my distriet and the war 1s to be
carried into my eamp I suppose at the next
election. Resolutions of protest have also
been carried in Katanning, Narrogin,
Wagin, “Gobbelup,” and “Wont-get-up.”
These resoluiions have been forwarded to
every member of the House. 1 suggest,
however, that they had their origin in the
same place because they are precisely
similarly worded.

Mr. Sleeman: That is usnal in industrial
troubles as well as in sports.

The PREMIER : I am quite satisfied
that some prominent industrialists have
adopted the same tactics in this matter.

Mr. Davy: These people have been inso-
lent enough to direet attention to their
resolutions !

The PREMIER: They believe that this
method of organising will influence mem-
bers. I will have to risk the displeasure
of my trotting friends at Boulder.

Mr. Stobbs: Yon will lose your seatf.

The PREMIER: Perhaps so, but I will
lose it in a good cause. After all, this
question boils down to the desirability of
inereasing the number of racing meetings
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in the melropolitan area. 1t has been
stated reeenily that there are already 25
meetings in Perth. That is not correct.
The number of meetings held annually is
40. To be precise it is 42, because trotting
races are held at the Royal Show and at
the Labour Day sports as well. I under-
stand, although I am not sure about my
facts, that those two meetings have been
conducted without the permission of any-
one and are therefore contrary to the Act.

Mr. Stubbs: You would not eall those
trotting meetings !

The PREMIER: But the Aet refers to
no trotting races being held in excess of
40 in a year. If these meetings I refer to
are in contravention of the Aect, it will
perhaps be my duty to see that the Act is
complied with in future.

Mr. Latham: I notice you said “per-
haps.”

Mr. Mann : Especially in
Labour Day sports.

The PREMIER: It is now proposed to
inerease the number of meetings from 40
to 52, or one for every week in the year.
Although the member for (iascoyne says
that the trotting eourse that is being con-
structed at East Perth is a national asset,
and therefore, I take it, trotting is a
national industry or a reproductive indus-
try at any rate, I claim we can have tou
much of a good thing. Members have
given varyving stafements regarding the
expenditure involved in the construetion
of the course at East Perth. I have read
and have heard it stated at amounis vary-
ing from £30,000 to £250,000. It was re-
ported that the emissary of the Trotting
Association had stated in Kalgoorlie and
Boulder that the amount involved was
£250,000.

Mr. Stubbs: No, about £100,000.

The PREMIER: And the area affected
was stated to be about 400 acres. I do not
know whether that was a printer’s error—-

Mr. Stubbs: Or too mueh fresh air at
Kalgoorlie.

The PREMIER: —or whether the stale-
ment was correct. Members elaim that it
would be unfair to the association to de-
prive it of any number of meetings because
that body has commitments in conneetion
with that work. No member, however, has
produced a serap of evidence in support of
his assertion. It would have been more
convineing if some proof had been ad-
vanced regarding the expenditure.

regard to
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Hon. W. D. Johnson: The annual bal-
ance sheet shows the particulars,

The PREMIER : No member quoted
from the balance sheets.
Hon. W. D. Jobnson: The statements

were made from the balance sheets.

The PREMIER : As the member for East
Perth pointed out, if the Trotting Associa-
tion is in a position to finance all the clubs
that are springing up ahout the State, to
assist finapeially the agricultural shows
and so on, in additien to equipping a
course for Fremantle, they cannot be badly
off financially.

HMon. W. D. Johnson: The assoeiation
could not do all that financing.

Hon. G, Taylor: All their money poes in
that way.

The PREMIER: I understand, of course,
that money is expended in other directions.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: What de you
mean by that?

The PREMIER: Hon., members are not
altogether innocent.

My, Stubbs: I am, at all events.

The PREMIER: I will exclude the hon.
member.

Mr. Stubbs: I hope the insinuation does
not apply to any member of the House.

The PREMIER: I do not say the hon.
member is the only one who is a conscien-
tious supporter of this proposal, mistak-
enly, as I snggest. )

Mr, Stubbs: I am one of the foundation
members of the association.

The PREMIER: Therefore the hon. mem-
ber has a fatherly interest in it and hopes
to see it grow.

Mr. Stubbs: T have not benefited to the
extent of a farthing by my support of it.

The PREMIER: I do not believe the
hon, member has. I am prepared to agree
that he has been associated with it purely
because of his love of the sport. I am pre-
pared to eoncede that to most other mem-
bers associated with it. I have no ohjection
to love of this form of sport any
more than to love of other sports
that may appeal to me and other hon.
members.  If there is a weakness in the
Australian charaeter it is an exeessive love
of sport, not for the sport itself, which is
a good thing, but because of the gambling
which seems to be so closely associated with
it.

Hon. W, D, Johnson: You will never stop
it by legislation.
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The PREMIER: We can check it by
legislation. The greater the facilities for
indulging in an excessive amount of gamb-
ling, the greater will be the volume of
gambling,

Hon, Sir James Mitchell: All gambling
is oot confined to horse-racing.

The PREMIER: I know it is not, bat
that is the most widespread form of
gambling.

Mr. Mann: And cards, oo,

The PREMIER: Gambling on cards is
infinitesimal compared with raecing.

Mr. Hughes: The Stoeck FExchange is
pretty bad.

The PREMIER: While it is true that a
considerable number of people can attend
a trotting meeting without betting at all, the
large bulk of the people who go there do
indulge in gambling.

Mr. Stubbs: So they do in mining.

Lieut.-Col. Denton: And farming, too.

The PREMIER: The member for West
Perth asked why people should not he
allowed to engage in this form of amusement
if they desire to do so. 1f that is the posi-
tion he should support the proposal to take
away from the trotting association the right
to limit the number of meetings to be held.
Why czhould the number of meetings be
limited by Act of Parliament? Why should
we not allow a number of men to form a club
and start horse-racing or trotting grounds
in any part of Perth or elsewhere? If there
is no harm in it, as the hon. member sug-
gested, why have any restrictions at all?
Why enable the Trotting Association to issue
licenses for another 12 incetings, making 52
in ail, and no more?

Mr, Davy: If a thing is wrong, why not
abolish it altogether?

The PREMIER : Perhaps the gunestion of
abolishing gambling, as the bon. member
says, may be worthy of consideration, but
if the Government were {o adopt his sug-
gestion to prohibit gambling, whether in
connection with horse-racing or trotting, the
activity that has been shown during the last
fortnight wounld be as nothing compared
with that which would be seen then.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: You try it!

The PREMIER: This is a responsibility
of Parliament notwithstanding the desires of
the people. Every day we legislate, we do
something to curtail the desires of the
people.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell:
already illegal.

Gambling is

1331

The PREMIER: Bookmaking is illegal,
not the totalisator. It is for the Committee
to say what is good for the people; it is
not for us to adopt the attitude that what-
ever people may desire, whether good or ill,
shall be permitted. With 40 meetings in
the year in the metropolitan area, that
should be regarded as a fair thing. As to
street betting, we see in that, cause and
effect. The more race meetings we provide
in the metropolitan area in a year, the
greater the number who will be engaged in
street betiing.

Hon. W. D. Johnson: No, that eoncerns
country meetings mostly.

Mr. Sleeman: There is no street betting
on trots.

Mr. Hughes: Of course there is, and shop
betting too.

The PREMIER : Every Saturday a crowd
of men ranging from 30 to 100 can be seen
outside suburban hotels, all of whom are
betting upon the loeal races.

Mr. Mann: And they are all runaing a
risk of prosecution.

Hon, G. Taylor: And they bet on foot-
ball matches, too.

The PREMIER : But nothing like the ex-
tent to which they bet on racing, I know
that they are liable fo prosecution, but an
increase in the number of race meetings will
certainly increase street betfing, and the
number of people living on their wits. With-
out refleeting on trotting at all, assvcialed
with all form of horse-racing are a propor-
tion of parasites and hangers-on who live on
the game. The more racing we have the
greater will be the number of parasites and
hangers-on.

Hon. W. D. Joknson: Not necessarily.

The PREMIER: I think so, because of
ike opportunity provided. If 100 men can
inake a living as hangers-on with 30 meetings
snd we inerease the number of meetings to
50, probably the number of hangers-on would
ve 120.

Hon. W. D. Johnson: It does not follow
that there would be any more money in-
vested, It would be distributing the money
cover a wider area.

The PREMIER: In practice that is not
so, If we provide trotting in ¥remantle we
shall increase the number of patrons of trot-
ting, becanse many people will acquire the
desire and habit of attending who to-day do
not come to Perth, So the number will be tn-
creased.
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Hon. G. Taylor: Your amendment will
kave the effect of increasing the number,

The PREMIER: No, my amendment will
restriet the number of race meetings in the
netropolitan area to 40. The Bill as it
siands would permit of 52 meetings being
held, an incrense of 12. I think 40 would be
quite sufficient.

Hon. G. Tayior: There is racing every day
in the year somewhere in Anstralia on whieh
people indulge in street betting.

The PREMIER: I know that people bet
on racing in the Eastern States, hut they also
bet on racing held here each Saturday.

Lieut.-Col. Denion: You will have to stop
helting.

The PREMIER: I do not suggest that,
but does the bon. member infer that we
should give an open go to everybody?

Lieut.-Col. Denton: Not necessarily.

The PREMIER: If we had a two-up ring
on the Esplanade hundreds and probably
thousands of people would be there. That is
a mueh fairer game than horse racing in my
opinion, becanse one has a fifty-fifty chance.
Tn backing some horses one has not a thous-
end to one chance.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: If you have the
Kip you have a better chance.

The PREMIER: So the hon. member has
kad some expericace of the ring! The op-
portunity to ring in the kip with the two-
beaded penny is not so great as is the op-
portunity to run a borse dead. It is easier
for the ring keeper who is the steward to
detect a two-headed penny than for the
steward to deteet the horse that is not hav-
ing a day out.

Mxr. Davy: There are numbers of book
makers who never take a bet on Western
Australian events.

The PREMIER: Yes, but the great ma-
jority live entirely by Western Australian
racing.

Mr. Davy: All those people cutside the
Tnited Service Hotel will take a bet on any
race in Australia.

The PREMIER: They are the wealthy
heads of the Terrzee, but the great majority
of bookmakers indulge in local betting. I
have been informed that men engaged in
street and shop belting have aequired enor-
meus fortunes in a few years. I was told
of a man who 12 years ago was sleeper
bewing and to-day iz worth £40,000, purely
as a resnlt of street and shop betting.

[ASSEMBLY.)

HHon. G. Taylor: 1 know of a man who
started with a few thousand and who went
down,

The PREMIER: But they generally start
with nothing. Forty meetings will provide
ample opportunity for those who wish to
pstronise trotting, and we should not in-
crease the number.,

Mr, WITHERS: This Bill will merely
vive the people of Fremantle the right to run
12 trotting meetings if they so desire, but
there will be nothing to compel them to run
the 12 meetings. It will rest with the people
iv show whether they will support trotting
to the extent of warranting its being econ-
tinued at Fremantle. They are the people
Lo be considered. In Victoria some years
sgo I saw a type of trotting horse that was
a credit to the distriet, and the influence of
(rotting on the utility horses there was
marked. An inerease of racing would prob-
ably lead to that class of horse being bred
in greater numbers here. Whenever a good
galloper is discovered here, it is immediately
sent to the Fastern States, but not so with
trotters, On the other hand, we have had
champion trotters brought here from New
Zealand. It has been said that one does not
see trotters in bakers’ carts. I knew a trotter
that was used in a butcher’s cart at Sand-
slone and it was afterwards brought to
Perth, where it won some races. If an
owner of gallopers las to go out of business
tke horses are valneless, but not so with trot-
ters. I support the clause,

Anmendment put and negatived.

The PREMIER: The proviso to Sub-
clause 1 sets out that the net proceeds of two
rieetings shall he paid to a public hospital
or charitable institution in the distriet. T
wonld advise the member for Fremantle to
adopt a provision similar to that in the Aect
stipnlating that permission may be granted
for Lhe running of two meetings for charit-
ahle purposes. It is not right for us to say
in eonnection with any form of racing that
the procecds of a certain number of meet-
ings must be devoted to charity. Right
through this debate there has been too much
of charity covering a multitude of sins. We
should discuss this matter entirely apart from
any contributions made to charity. Let the
ease be decided on its merits, Otherwise we
shall he adopting the dangerous principle
of passing legislation which may be inimieal
fo the well being of the country becanse a
portion of the proceeds are to be devoted to
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charitable purposes. It is wrong to say in
eflect that we are making a bargain with the
tratting people, that we will give them 12
taeetings but that they must give the pro-
ceeds ol two meelings to charitable purposes.
The At provides that 35 meetings shall be
lield in the year, hut the Treasurer may give
permission for an additional five meetings.
We should adopt that form in this Bill.

Mr., SLEEMANX: T accept the Premier's
suggestion. I have all along tried to keep
the charity business out of the discussion.
L said that although the proeceeds of two
tueetings would be devoted to charity, I did
not want that to weigh with members. I
think if T move to strike out the latter por-
tion of the proviso and insert & provision
ay suggested by the Premier, it should meet
the case.

Hon. W. D. JOLINSON: We may do
something we do not intend to do. I move
an amendment—

That in line 3 of Subclause (1) the word
‘“twelve’’ be struck out.

Amendment put and passed.

Mr. SLEEMAN :
ment—

I move an amend-

That the word ‘‘ten'’ be inserted in lieu of
‘ftwelve’’ struck out,

Amendment put and passed.

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: I move—

That the provise be struck out.

Ameundment put and passed.

Mr. SLEEMAXN:
ment—

I move an amend-

That the following proviso be inserted:—
*¢Provided that the Treasurer may at the re-
quest of the West Australian Trotting Asso-
ciation authorise trotting meetings to be held
on not exceeding two additional days in any
year in aid of any publie hospital or ether
eharitable or patriotic purpose.’’

Amendment put and passed.
Clause, as amended, agreed to.
Tille—agreed to.

Bill reported with amendments.

BILI—MUNICIPAL CORPORATIONS
ACT AMENDMENT.
Second Reading.

MR, LATHAM (York) [9.20] in moving
the second reading said: This is a simple
Bill. Tt provides for giving municipal
eouncils the right to temporarily eclose
roads.
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The Minister for Lands: It will not be
passed.

Mr. LATHAM: It does not give a wmuni-
cipal corporation the right to do this, but
gives it to the Governor-in-Council. I will
explain why I found it necessary to intro-
duce the Bill. In York there is a large
aren of municipal land held in small
bloeks, which have been purchased by one
owner until a fairly large area of land has
been agquired. Through the centre of this,
streets are running, The slreets are fenced
off by Lhe owner, and the council derives
no henefit from them. There is no neces-
sity to keep them open to-day, Lut it would
he inadvisable to close them permanently.
If one hlock were sold at any time—each
block has a separate title—tle purchaser
would have the right to demand the open-
ing of the street, and this would involve
the municipality in heavy expenditure. It
is essential that some right should be given
to the couneil to temporarily close these
streets and to be able to lease them. Part
9 of the Munieipal Corporations Act of
1906 provides that certain land may be
leased by a municipal couneil for a period
not exceeding three years. If this Bill be-
comes law it will not apply to many muni-
cipalities, but will apply to others besides
York. Tt applies, however, particularly to
York. In one area there are held within
the district by one owner at least 100 acres
of land, made up of small blocks not ex-
ceeding a quarter of an acre. Streets are
laid out right through the centre. Tle
owner has lhe benefit of the strects, bat
if this Bill passes it will enahble the counecil
femporarily to close them and derive soma
revenue from them. I know it is the in-
tention of the Minister for Works, as it
las been the intention of many Ministers
for Works, to bring down an amendinz
Bill, hut no alteration of any consequenee
has been made to the Act since 1906
Under the Road Districts Aet power is
ziven to rnad boards to temporarily close
roads, and T am only asking that the same
privilege should be extended to municipali-
ties. The municipal counecil of York do=s
not want roads to be permanently closed,
hecause of the expense involved in Te-
opening them should the oceasion arise.
These blocks of land have each a separate
title. I hope the House will agree to the
Bill. I move—

That the Bill be now read a second time.
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THE MINISTER FOR LANDS (Hon.
W. €. Angwin—North-East Fremantle)
{9.25]): This is a dangervus Bill. It does
not provide solely for the municipality of
York, but will apply {0 every municipalily
in the State. We may find that in some
cases streets are being closed without the
people being aware of this being done. The
Bill certainly provides for the publication
in the “Government Gazetle” or some paper
circulating in the district of the intention to
do this. The same attention, however, is
not drawn to a publication of that kind as
when a matter is brought before Parliament.
A person may have a buoilding in the street,
which is the only means of aceess he has
to it. Before he is aware of it the street
may be closed by order of the Governor-in-
Counecil.

Mr, Latham: Only temporarily.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: [t may
be closed for sueh a time as may be deemed
expedient. Searcely a week goes by without
some road board applying to me for the right
to close a road, and if people knew of it
they would oppose it. Some time elapses
before they hear anything about the appli-
cation. 1t is a wrong prineiple to place
this right in the hands of the Governor-in-
Council.

Hen. Sir James Mitehell: It is only a tem-
porary expedient.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: If the
hon. member had brought down a Bill which
affected only the municipality of York, it
would have been a different matier. As it is,
it is a dangerous principle to adopt. What
advantage will be gained from the Bill? The
hon. member says that the land in question
consists of quarter acre blocks and that it
has not heen sold.

Mr. Latham: The owner repurchased it
block by block.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS : The roads
are not maeadamised, and ne money has been
spent hy the municipality on the property.
The hon. member now suggests that the muni-
cipality will get some revenue from the
streets that have been fenced off on this land,
The revenue obiained from some rights-of-
way in a small area would not be anything
considerable.

Mr, Latham: You would be surprized at
the amount to be colleeted in York from that
souree.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I am not
so sure of it. This Bill should be drafted
in such a way as to apply only to the area

[ASSEMBLY.] .

requiring it. 1t should not be a general
Bill. Local authorities should not be en-
titled, at their whim, to come to the Gov-
ernment by the hack door

Mr, Latham: It is not right to say that.
1t 1s a very open way.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: The Bill
provides that the municipality must adver-
tise their intention in he “Government
Gazetle” Wlho sees the “Government
Gazette”?

Mr. Latham: It is also provided that they
must advertise in a newspaper eirculated in
the distriet,

The Premicr: A loeal rag never read by
anybody !

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: And the
Bili deoes not say how many times the muni-
cipality are to advertise in the newspaper.

Mr. Latham: It is exactly the same pro-
vision as appears in the existing Aet in re-
gard to temporary eclosing of roads; and
ihere has been no objection to that.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: This is
an entirely different matter, because it refers
to a municipality, wherein there would he
many more buildings and rights-of-way.

Mr. Latham: This is copied from the ex-
isting Act. Read Seeclion 269.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: The hon.
member knows very well that if this Bill
passes, it becomes the law-for every muni-
cipality in the State.

Mr. Latham: That is so.

The MINISTER FFOR LANIDS : Therefore
there is a danger.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: We will exclude
Fremantle.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I do not
want to exclude Fremantle or any other
municipality. I have no feeling in the matter,

Mr. Latham: T thought vou had.

The MINTSTER FOR LANDS: The prin-
ciple is dangerous as regards municipalities.
If the hon. member will restriet the opera-
tions of the Bill to the municipality of York,
I will support him.

Mr. Latham: T will do that to oblige you,
hut the department thought it might be done
as this Bill proposes.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: There is
a danger in applying the prineiple to muni-
cipalities generally. It might he used to the
detriment of persons owning vaeant land in
munieipalities,. Such a person might find
at any time that a road leading to this land
had been eclosed without notice. The person
might he living in another part of the State,
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and before ke knew of the positivn the ap-
proach to his land might be blocked by the
closing of a road. The proposition is dan-
werous, and it should net be agreed to unless
it is confined io the parlicular area.

MR. DAVY (West Yerth) [9.33]: !
do not think the Minister is justified in his
fears ahout this Bill. 1 would have been
strongly opposed to a measure giving power
to a municipality to close a road perman-
ently, or to clogse u road at all; but this Bill
only gives the Government that power. I
am not pacticularly fond of giving those
powers to the Government, However, it is
a fact that the present wethod of closing
roads, except for repairs under Section 241,
is a very complicated business. A rozad
closure Bill has to be got through Parlia-
ment. Frequently there are pieces of road
which have become entirely unnused, that is
in eountry places, and which might well be
made available for real purposes instead of
a non-existent purpose,  With full pub-
licity it is not dangerous to give the Govern-
ment power, in their diseretion, to close a
road temporarily,

Mr. E. B, Johnston: 1t might be closed
for 21 years.

The Minister for Lands: Or 30 years.

Mr. DAVY: [ do not know that a Gov-
ernment would be justified in calling that a
temporary closure. The fears of the Min-
ister might be overcome entirely by re-
sricting the power of closing a road to a
certain number of years; say three years,
which would be a reasonable fime. If the
Bill becomes law, there will be power under
Clause 9 to lease for three vears. 1f at the
end of the three vears the municipality wish
to extend the lease, they can come along to
the Government again. After the word
“temporarily” there might be inserted “or
a maximum of three years.”

The Premier: Three years would be very
temporary.

Mr. DAVY: I think that would meet the
requirements of the municipabity of York.
They are asking for e- luxury, for a short
cut to make land availlable to ratepayers
and to get money out of it, It is not asking
too much that they should repeat their ap-
plication every three years.  That would
absolutely prevent the possibility of abuse,
and get rid of the present cumbrous method
of closing a road by Act of Parliament on
each occasion. I think the Bill should be
supported.
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ME. LINDSAY (Toodyay) [9.38]: As
regards road boards, this power already ex-
ists, The Minister for Lands said that road
boards had closed roads and that afterwards
complaints had been made. This Bill pro-
vides that advertisemenis shall be inserted
in a newspaper cirveulating in the distriet.
The Road Districts Act, by Section 151,
provides—

The Minister for Lands, on the recommenda-

tien of the board, wmay eclose & roud tempor-
arily for trailic and grant permission to the
owner of land adjoining to fenee across such
road without crecting gates at the beard’s
plengure, when in the opinion of the board the
road should not be permanently closed, but is
not required for immediate traflic.
That section stipulates nothing as te adver-
tising or as to opportunity of protest by
adjoining owners, As one who has had a
good deal tv do with the closing of roads, I
have always adopted the system of writing
te adjoining owuers and asking them to
lodge their objections if they bhad any. A
similar provision might be included in this
Bill.  Objection should not necessarily stop
the closing of the road, but adjoining owners
should have an opportunity of stating their
case. LUnder the Road Districts Act a road
may be closed without the adjoining owners
knowing anything about it beforehand. As
regards road boards with which I have been
connected, I have always laid it down as a
principle that every owner of land in the
vicinity of the road to be closed should be
notified and given an opportunity to object.
To overcome the difficulty raised by the
Minister for Lands—

The Minister for Lands: There is a lot of
difference between a road district and a
municipality.

Mr. LINDSAY: I quite agree. How-
ever, we hope that the town of York will
extend some day, It is right that there
should be power to close a road temporarily
in a municipality, just as there is power to
do 50 in a road district. Thé owners con-
ceried, however, should have an opportunity
to place their objections before the munici-
pality or the Minister. An amendment to
that effect would overcome the objections of
the Minister for Lands. The Bill is neces-
sary. A similar power was found becessary
in connection with road board districts, In
some cases a road is to be closed only tem-
porarily, with a view to being reopened at
a future date, and therefore should not be
excised as a road. The provision in question
was asked for by a road board conference,



1336

and has been in existence sinee 1917. Muni-
cipalities require some power on the same
lines. The power has operated harshly in
a few cases, but they have been very few,
I support the second reading.

MR. SAMPSON (Swan) [9.43]: I sup-
port the Bill. In my opinion the power
azked for is reasonable. Municipal eouneils
do occasionally find that unnecessary roads
have been dedicated to public use, and that
hecause of the juxtaposition of another road
the particular road gazetted is not really
needed by the public. This is the first oe-
easion on which such a desire has been ex-
pressed in a Bill, but I think the Minister
for Lands will agree that there are examples
of municipalities where such a measure as
this would prove of utility, Of course it is
nol eompulsory for the Governor in Counecil
to approve: each case would be dealt with on
its merits. The passing of the measure
would mean, I suppose, that a closure would
continue during the pleasure of the eouneil,
end until such time as the public needs de-
manded that the road which had been tem-
porarily closed should be reopened. There
is another aspeet of the matter. On roads
which have been dedicated but not com-
structed, rubbish and refuse do colleet. Where
that is the case, the existence of such a
thoronghfare becomes a nuisance, or a
nnisance is created by ifs existence. As
pointed out by the member for Toodyay
(Mr. Lindsay), the Bill does not eonnote a
new prineiple in loeal government, but aims
to give to mnnicipalities a power which is
already enjoyed by road boards. I hope the
House will approve of the Bill,

MR E. B. JOEHNSTON (Williams-Narro-
g:n) [944]: I hope that if the Government
support the Bill, it will be with some such
limitation as that suggested by the member
for West Perth (Mr. Davy). The sugges-
tion was that if municipalities have the
power to request the (Government to close
roads, the closure shonld be for three years.
In my opinion the closure should be for a
neriod not exceeding three years, and each
case shonld be dealt with on its merits. Re-
garding the closure of roads in road board
areas, there is an excellent system. Appli-
cations are dealt with by the lL.ands Depart-
ment, which is undoubtedly the most effic-
iently administered department, and every
request is referred to the district surveynr
and it is approved if he recommends it.

[ASSEMBLY.]

The Minister for Lands:
apply to that, however,

Mr. E, B. JOENSTON: In some districts
the district surveyors are tvo severe, but the
fact remains that they ave doing what they con-
sider best in the interests of the public. The
Municipal Corporations Act is not admin-
izstered by the Lands Department, but I gen-
erzlly find that other departments approve
of recommendations from local governing
bodies without much inguiry. If the
Government agree to the Bill, however, 1
kope provision will be made fo secure the
approval of the district surveyors in agri-
cultural ardns or of the wardens in miping
areas. Some safeguard is required. Unless
the proposed road to be closed is inspected
by a capable Grovernment officer, it may be
found that roads will be closed for a number
of years before the land owners and residents
know anything about it. I hope the Govern-
ment will not agrec to give a free hand to
municipal councils who in some instances are
more concerncd about the person making the
request than they are regarding the future.

Question put and passed.

This would not

Bill read a seeond time,

In Commitiee.
Mr, Angelo in the Chair; Mr, Latham in
charge of the Bill:

Clause 1—Power temporarily to eclose

roads not in use:
Progress reported.

BILLS (2)—RETURNED.

1, Western Australinn Bank Aect Amend-
ment (Private).
2, Workers

ment.
Without amendment,

Compensation Aect Amend-

BILL—DIVORCE AMENDMENT
In Commilice.

Mr. Angelo in the Chair; Mr. Mapn in
charge of the Bill.
Clause 1—agreed to.

Clanse 2—Amendment of Section 23 of
Ordinance 27, Vict. No. 19:
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Mr. MANN: In keeping with the recom-
mendation of the select eommitiee I wish to
move an amendment as follows:—*Subject
to a provision retaining the liability of the
respondent for the maintenance of the ehil-
dren.” I want to know if I can move that
as an addition to Clause 2, or whether I
should move it as a pew clanse?

The Minister for Justice: You must pat
it into proper form.

The CHAIRMAN: It is for the hon. mem-
ber to move what he desires.

Mr. MANN: Should it be moved as a new
clanse or as part of Clanse 27

The CHAIRMAN : If you have an amend-
ment to move you must put it into proper
form so Lhat the Commiltee may consider it.

The Minister for Justice:
clause drafted.

Mr. MANN:
clause.

The CHAIRMAN: I suggest you report
progress and have a elause drafied.

Mr, DAVY: 1 do nof follow the reason
for the amendment. The law of divoree gov-
erns the liability of a respondent for the per-
manent maintenance of his wife and children.

The CHAIRMAN : But we have no amend-
ment before the Committee!

Mr. DAVY: All the clause provides now
15 a new ground for the dissolution of mar-
riage. At present the law sets out the lia-
bility of a respondent for the maintenance
of his wife and children, and there is mo
necessity to further provide for that. A
divorce having been pgranted on the new
ground, the petition for maintenance goes
in in the ordinary way.

Mr. Mann: On the assurance of the mem-
ber for West Perth I will allow the clause
to stand as printed.

Mr. DAVY: But T am not satisfied with
the clause. Subelause 3 refers to the re-
spondent, being the petitioner’s husband,
baving “duoring the period aforesaid failed
to make such payments periodically as re-
quired by the decree, order or covenant,
either entirely or repeatedly and habitnally.”
What do the words “repeatedly and habit-
nally” mean? Does it mean that a wife
may bring a petition for divoree if the re-
spondent has failed to make payments for
two or three weeks, then makes up arrcars.
again fails to pay for a few months and so
on, or does it mean an entire failure on his

Have you a

I will move it 83 a new

1337

part to make the payments? As drafted,
the clause may be estremely producetive of
fees in the pockets of legal practitioners,

Mr. MAMN: The clause was dratted by
the Parliamentary draftsman and 1 relied
upon the amendment to cover the grounds
desired. I am not in a position to give an
interpretation of the words from the legal
standpoint. Perbaps “habitually’” is unneces-
sary, but I hope the clause will not be struck
out because of one word.

Mr. DAVY: I suggest we report progress
and ask the Parliamentary draftsman for
his interpretation of the words I have re-
ferred lo. At present they are capable of
a dozen diffcrent interpretations and it
would be wrong to allow that.

Clause put and passed.
Title—agreed to.

Bill reporied without amendment and the
report adopfed.

BILL—AUCTIONEERS ACT AMEND-
MENT.

Second Reading.

MR. LAMBERT (Coolgardie) [10.2] in
woving the second reading said: This is not
a very difficult measure. It has been sent
down from another place and, having per-
psed it, I ean see in it nothing to whieh
members can take exception. It appears
that in the parent Act there is no provision
for the selling by auclion between the hours
of sunset and sunrise motor ears or mofor
vehicles. Since there are so many other
things that ean be sold by auction between
those hours, I do not sec any great objection
to the selling of motor cars and motor vehi-
cles at the same time. It seems that by some
old Act of Parliament the selling by auction

. of motor vehicles hetween sunset and sunrise

was excluded-

The Minister for Lands: And many other
things, as for instance wool.

Mr. LAMBERT: If it is to be contended
that before purchasing a thing one shounld
inspect it there and then in the auwction
mart, I agrec that wool should not be sold
between sunset and sunrise.

Hon. G. Taylor: It is bought in classes.
A catalogue has to be issued.

Mr. LAMBERT: That is not mandatory;
it is done merely for cenvenience. It is mot
laid down by statute.
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The Minister for Lands: Yes, it is. A
calalogue must be issued prior to the sale.

Mr. LAMBERT: Assuming that it is so,
it is mere custom.

The Minister for Lands: No, it is the law.

Mr. LAMBERT: Well, I will not dispute
it. I need only speak broadly on the depar-
ture asked for by the Bill. Whether or not
the Legislature has seen fit to preseribe that
wool shall not be sold betwen sunset and sun-
rise has but little to do with the selling of
motor vehicles. I do not know that it wouid
be desirable to have metropolitan auctioneers
promiscuously selling all sorts of things he-
tween sunset and sunrise.

Mr. Sampson: What is the object of sell-
ing these motor vebicles by night?

Mr. LAMBERT: To give those who de-
gire to buy them an opportunity to de so.

My, Sampson: It will be a great con-
venience.

Mr. LAMBERT: Of course it will be.
While I do not claim to be enamoured of
the idea of auetion sales by night, yet
members opposite recently contested the
fact that the baking of bread conld be econ-
ducted by night. Tt is not to be thought
that any man would be stupid enough te
go to an auction sale where a motor vehiele
was offered and bid for it merely on its
appearance by night.

Mr. Sampson: He would aceept it on the
statements of the auctioneer.

Mr. LAMBERT: Then he would be much
softer and more inncceat than the hon.
member. No prospecfive buyer of a moter
car would accept the statements of any
auctioneer regarding the value of the
vehicle, Tt is almost impossible for any
man, in the best of faith, to guarantee the
valne of any seeondhand motor vehicle,
whether by day or by night. Not even a
map with expert knowledge of motor cars
would have the slightest possible concep-

tion of whether the secondhand contrap--

tion would work if he were to buy if.

The Minister for Lands: Why sell motor
ears but not a suite of furnifure by night?

Mr. LAMBERT: I see no reason why
furniture shovld not be sold by night. I
ean searcely believe that this limiting of
time and place for buying and selling Ly
auction goes far to protect the public.

Mr. North: The buyer ean always in
spect beforehand.

Mr. LAMBERT: Many of your eountry
folk come to the city and desire to aequive
& motor car.

[ASSEMBLY.]

Hou. G. Taylor: Not by night.

Mr., LAMBERT: 1t is not always con-
venient for country folk, wanting a car,
to hang about town till the following day.
They are busy men and are set on their
farm work. They ean c¢onduect their ordi-
nary work in the day, and possibly at
night, il they are able to have a proper
inspection made of a car or a moetor truck,
they might be able to bid for it. It is not
right for us to put any barrier in the way
of our country folk, who may be interested
in acyuiring something that may suii
them,

The Minister for Lands:
apply to the whole clause,

Mr. LAMBERT : If it is going to be
sugwested that a car may be brought in
that is in disrepair, let it be laid down in
the Bill that the car before being aue-
tioned shall remain in the auetion rooms
for at least seven days.

Mr. Sampson: It would be unnecessary
to add that proviso.

Mr. LAMBERT: A car that is offered
for sale might have been stolen, and if it
is sold the owner might have no redress.
In England there is no restriction upon
the sale of goods. I do not know that in
Australia we need impose any special re-
strictions upon auction sales unless there
are peculiar eircumstances surrounding
them. The present exemptions seem Lo
have worked well in the case of land and
wool. Wool must be previeusly classified
and catalogned before it is sold. If it is
considered that there is a risk aboat
having a secondhand vehicle offered for
sale at night-time, let the wool restriction
apply in that ease. I move—

That the Bill be now read a second time.

That would

MR. DAVY (West Perth) [10.20]: This
is a bad Bill. It proposes to make an ex-
ceptien in faveur of one particular article
when, if that exception is justified, the
whole restriction ought to be wiped out.

Hon. G. Taylor: That is so.

Mr. DAVY: The Auctioneers Act was
originally placed on the statute-book in
1873. That contains restrictions prohibit-
ing all auetion sales between sunset and
sunrise, These were put in to proteet the
public, and enable people to have a reason-
able opportunity of seeing that which they
were going to bid for. In three different
bites certain exemptipns were made. There
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is a common characteristic in respeet of
each of these. The first exemption was in
respect of the auetioning of land; the next
in respect of the auctioning of shares in a
company; and the last was in respect to
wool, which has to be catalogued prior to
sale. The common characteristic in each
of these cases is that the articles that ara
being auctioned are not present at the
auction. It cannot matter whether the
auction sale in Perth of land at Katan-
ning is being held at midnight or at mid-
day. The people who are going to bid
cannot see the land. It cannot matter
whether shares are auctioned at night or
in the daytime, and it cannot maiter
twopence whether there is an auction saie
of wool, which is at Fremantle, and has
heen inspected heforehand and catalogued,
in the daytime or at night. The old restrie-
tions were preserved in favour of every-
thing except these artieles, whieh are not
at the auction room. Once we step over
the line, what is there to prevent us from
wiping out all the restrictions?

Mr. Sampson: It might bhe well to do
that.

Mr. DAVY : If so, let this Bill be one to

amend the prineipal Act by deleting See- .

tion 11. Then we can argue the matter on
its merits as to whether or not there should
be any restriction.

Mr. Lambert: Do youn think there is any
objection to selling at night time?

Mr. DAVY : That has nothing to do with
it. We are asked to continue to prohibit
the sale of every kind of article except
motor cars and the other items mentioned
in the Act.

The Minister for Lands:
traps, for instance.

Mr. DAVY : Traps and horses which draw
them, and the harness on the backs of the
horses and furniture, cannot be sold at night.
What answer shall we have if next session
someone else wants Parliament to agrec to
Lthe selling of furniture at night? I ask the
House to refuse to have anything to do with
erossing that clear and logical line of divi-
sion unless we are prepared to wipe out all
the restrictions. I doubt whether the House
would agree to wipe them out, because they
were imposed for the protection of the
publie.

Mr. Lambert: Why was the sale of wool
and shares allowed at night?

Mr. DAVY: I have already informed the
hon. member. We are told that the Cham-

And spring
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ber of Automotive Industries is in favour of
the Bill, and that the auctioneers are also
in favour of it, Why shonld they be against
it? It does not concern an auctioneer
whether he sells motor cars during the day
or at night. The only people whose consent
to this would be worth listening to would be
the publie, and we have no chance of hear-
ing their opinion. We in this House are the
only people who ean possibly protect the
public in this matter. 1 hope the House will
decline to deal with the Bill. There is no
need to deal with this matter in bits. 1f we
are asked to wipe out the restrictions alto-
gether, we will consider the matier, but we
should not consider a proposal to cross a
logical line without guing the whole way.

MR. TEESDALE (Robeourne) [10.27]:
I can sce no great objection to the Bill. 1f
there had been no demand for night anctioans,
the Bill would not have been intzoduced. It
is evident that the public have asked for it.
It has not come from the auctioneers.

The Minister for Lands: It is most likely
that a mator seller has asked for it.

Mr. TEESDALE: It shows that there is
an opening for night sales. Those who
would patronise them would know the risk
they would be running, if there was any.
Auctioneers are people of good repute, or
they would not hold their licenses.

Hon. G. Taylor: No one questions that,

Mr. TEESDALE: It was suggested that
stolen cars might he offered for sale as well
as others that are not up to reguirements.
Is it not possible to catalogue cars as well as
wool? If an anctioneer guaranteed a ear in
his catalogue, need there be any doubt that
he will not be as honest in his catalogue as
the wool anctioneers are? We should not go
out of our way to defeat the Bill.

The Minister for Lands: The public have
not asked for it; only one motor seller.

My, TEEDALE : That is only guesswork.
I do not think any one man would influence
members of Parliament to the extent of
bringing down this Bill. I can see no ob-
jection to it.

MR. SAMPSON (Swan) [10.30]: Ttisa
far erv from 1873 to 1925, I understand that
in 1873 this provision was placed in the Ane-
tioneers’ Act.

The Minister for Lands:
was passed in 1921,

Mr. SAMPSON: It was reaffirmed then,
probably without being given very much con-

The parent Aet
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sideration, In 1873 lighting melbods were
comparatively poor.

The Minister for Lands:
everything then.

Mr. SAMIPSON: Just so. I do not say
that the section is not an anachronism, in
view of the progress made sinec as regards
the candle power of illuminating auction
TOOIS,

The Minister for Lands: In 1873 shops
werg kept open until midnight.

Mr. SAMPSON: That being so, I hope
the Minister will support the Bill. The
motor car is no longer a mystery machine. It
is no more diffieult fo determine whether a
cur is a good car, and whether the engine is
a good engine, in & well lighted auction room
at night than in the same room during the
daytime. The members of the Auctioneers’
Association, we learn from a report that

- reaches us from another place, are unani-
mously in favour of this amendment.

The Minister for Lands: That inay be one
reason why we should look inte it very
closely.

Mr. SAMPSON: If the Minister will
look into it earefully, he will say, “This
Bill is a useful measure, and will make
it convenient for those who desire to pur-

That applied to

chase a motor ear to do so without the loss ~

of those hours of business when perhaps it
wonld be inconvenient for them to attend a
place where ears are sold.” The amendment
will remove a restriction which certainly
causes ineonvenicnce to af least a part of the
publie. Under the section in the parent Act
there are certain things which can be sold by
auction at night, among them bLeing tene-
wments. The section does not say that the
tenement is to be sold in an auction mart
apart fromn the tenement itself. The tene-
ment might be sold on the very site.

Mr. Taylor: Tenements are invariably
sold awayv from the tenements.

Mp. SAMPSON: One cannot say that
that is so invariably, as there is no rule in
connection with the matter. I agree with the
member for West Perth (Mr. Davy) that
Section 11 nceds eonsiderable amendment in
addition to that which the Bill proposes
and that no one would suffer from such
amendments being made. The convenience of
the eommunity will be studied if the House
approves of the measure. Finally, I would
remind members that nowadays all anction
rooms are well lighted,

The Minister for Lands: So lhev were in
1921.

[COUNCIL.)

Mr. SAMPSON: Yes; but this particular
pbase was not brought forward and dis-
cnssed then,

The Minister for Lands: Yes, it was, in
connection with the Bill of 1921..

Mr. SAMPSON: Can motor cars be sold
by auction at night time?

Hon. G. Taylor: One cau buy apd sell pn-
vately at night time,

Mr, SAMPSON: T do not see that any-
oee ean suffer injury, and certainly a seetion
of the publie will receive something they are
anxious to get, if the Bill is approved.

On motion by the Minister for Lands, ‘de-
hate adjourned.

Ilouse adjourned at 10.35 p.m,
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MOTION—ABATTOIRS ACT.

To disallow Regulations.

HON. J. NICHOLSON (Metropolitan)
{430]: kL move—

That the regulations promulgated under the
Abattoirs Aect, 1909, published in the ‘‘Gov-
ernment Gazette’’ on the 7th August, 1925,
and now laid upon the Table, be and are here-
by disallowed.

There were recently laid upon the Table of
the House certain regulations under the Abat-
toirs Act, and tne molivn 1 have moved seeks



